Next Capital Campaign
Project Scheduled!
It’s time to raise the roof –well
sorta! Having designed
replacement roofing for the Wesley
Foundation Social Center this past
winter, four bids for the project
were received on March 15, 2016.
After vetting the bids, the
Foundation Property
Committee/Church Trustees
recommended that a contract be
awarded to the lowest bidder,
Renaissance Roofing, Inc. of
Belvidere, Illinois, in the amount of
their base bid of $847,500. On April
19th, the Church Council and the
Foundation Board of Trustees
concurred, and we now have a
signed contract with Renaissance
Roofing.
Renaissance specializes in doing
historic roofing replacement and
presents an impressive portfolio of
completed projects throughout the
United States. You can visit
www.claytileroof.com to see some
of their work if you are interested.
They have completed projects for
the University of Illinois, First United
Methodist Church in Urbana, and St.
Anthony Church in Effingham.
The team from Renaissance will be
replacing our 96-year-old slate roof

with a natural slate roof similar to
what is currently installed. This will
give Wesley’s roof another century
of life. Slate roofing replacement is
a specialized craft. While some
parts of the work may go fast, other
parts will be quite time-consuming
as details are carefully crafted and
installed. Some of this work may

not be readily apparent to those of
us looking up from the ground, but
it is being done to ensure we have a
watertight roofing system in place
when all is said and done. Work will
start in earnest when the slate
arrives in early August and it is
anticipated that the roofing work
will be substantially completed by
the end of 2016.
This roofing replacement project is
the third project being completed
and funded by the Wesley Capital
Campaign. Through March 2016,
gifts and pledges to the Capital

Campaign totaled $1,053,456 of our
total goal of $1,690,000. The
Campaign Subcommittee of the
Foundation Advancement
Committee is working to raise the
unmet amount of $636,544, which
will allow us to fully pay for the roof
from the Capital Campaign as well
as complete the planned window
and electrical upgrade projects. We
have also identified three grant
sources that support renovation
and restoration work for historic
religious buildings and are
completing application documents
for their grants.
As we are ready to embark on the
replacement of our 96-year-old
slate roof, we want to say THANK
YOU again to those who have made
or who are in the process of making
generous gifts in support of the
Wesley Capital Campaign. Having a
watertight roof on the Social Center
Building is an important step in
providing mission-ready facilities as
Wesley seeks to live out its vision of
“Inspiring Students, Transforming
Lives, and Enriching Our World with
Christ’s Love.”
Dennis Craig, President
Board of Trustees
The Wesley Foundation at the
University of Illinois
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United Methodist Women
Happy August Birthday to: Melody
Neumann, Janet Jokela, Jeanne
Hoefling, Rev. Gay King Crede, Jean
Peters, T.J. Jackson, Jean Wicklund,
Diane Jeffers.

UMW Summer Birthday
Celebration
Please join us on Wednesday, July
13th at 1:30 p.m. for our Summer
Birthday Celebration at ClarkLindsey in the Simon Dining Room.
Please RSVP to Jeanette Forrest at
344-6331.
Happy June Birthday to: Ann Birt,
Brittany Coleman, Lois Brighton,
Rev. Dan King Crede, Kristen DeanGrossmann, Meri Jo Fay, Helen
Woods, Brenda Thompson, Mildred
Ransom, Mary Ellen Peterson,
Rosalie Schmitt, Sara Kelley, Janet
de Jong.
Happy July Birthday to: Rosemarie
Umland, Kay Romans, Beverly
Ujcich, Chris Livesay, Morgan Boes,
Carolyn Hertz, Arnetta Rodgers,
Rev. Miriam Snider, Myrna Smith,
Donna Giffen, Adolfo Oropeza,
Linda Linke, Jane McCulley, Alice
Espenschied, Connie Atkins, Michele
Macleod, Brenda Lynge.

United Methodist Women’s
Spring Book Discussion
The UMW Spring Book Discussion
was held on Monday, June 13th, at
7:00 p.m., at the home of Sue
Kiddoo. Cara Gutzmer was the
facilitator for Christina Baker
Kline’s novel Orphan Train.
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called
orphan trains ran regularly from the
cities of the East
Coast to the
farmlands of the
Midwest, carrying
thousands of
abandoned
children whose
fates would be
determined by
luck or chance. Would they be
adopted by a kind and loving family,
or would they face a childhood and
adolescence of hard labor and
servitude?

As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian
Daly was one such child, sent by rail
from New York City to an uncertain
future a world away. Returning east
later in life, Vivian leads a quiet,
peaceful existence on the coast of
Maine, the memories of her
upbringing rendered a hazy blur.
But in her attic, hidden in trunks,
are vestiges of a turbulent past.
Seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer
knows that a community-service
position helping an elderly widow
clean out her attic is the only thing
keeping her out of juvenile hall. But
as Molly helps Vivian sort through
her keepsakes and possessions, she
discovers that she and Vivian aren’t
as different as they appear. A
Penobscot Indian who has spent her
youth in and out of foster homes,
Molly is also an outsider being
raised by strangers, and she, too,
has unanswered questions about
the past. Moving between
contemporary Maine and
Depression-era Minnesota, Orphan
Train is a powerful tale of upheaval
and resilience, second chances, and
unexpected friendship.

Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years
1st Sunday
Infant – 5 years
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Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministry

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in
Room 127 A and B, after the
children attend the Children’s
Moment in Church with their
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m.

Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
2nd – 5th Sundays: The youth will
study the scripture, while also going
to Starbucks to grab a favorite
drink!
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Announcements
Matthew Neumann, who graduated
in May from Wheaton College in
Wheaton, Illinois and received his
degree in Biblical/theological
studies.
Ashley Acevedo, who graduated
from Concordia University in
Chicago, Illinois and received her
degree in math/theology.

Sympathy
To Yvette Long and family at the
death of her father, Cary
McClendon, on Sunday, May 15th at
the age of 93. He lived in
Philadelphia, PA.

Farewell Appreciation
It’s time to say farewell to Wesley
staff Brian Sullivan, Adam Gruber,
and Morgan Boes. As a sign of our
love and support to them please
consider giving a monetary gift to
be split among the three of them.
Checks and giving envelopes can be
marked “farewell gift” and placed in
the offering plate or mailed to the
Church during the month of June.

Farewell Lunch
All are invited to join us for a
farewell lunch for Brian and
Elizabeth Sullivan on Sunday, July 3rd
at 12:30 p.m. in Etc. Coffeehouse
and Student Lounge. Brian has
faithfully served as Wesley
Contemporary Worship Director for
5 years. The impact Brian and
Elizabeth have made at Wesley and
upon many in the CU area is great
and we celebrate their ministry. We
also wish them the very best as they
move to Charlotte, NC in July. Bring
a dish to share and join us for a
celebratory lunch on Sunday, July
3rd. We will send Brian and
Elizabeth off with all our love and
support.

Congratulations!
to our Wesley Member Graduates:
Abigail Taylor who graduates on
June 22nd from Kalamazoo College in
Kalamazoo, Michigan with a degree
in sociology/anthropology. Her
focus area is gender/women’s
studies.

From time to time the United
Methodist Women are called upon
to provide refreshments for a
funeral reception. We feel
privileged to offer this service and
are more than happy to do this for

families who are grieving for a loved
one. Unfortunately the pool of
workers we can call on has declined
in recent years.
So---we are compiling a list of folks
(men welcome) willing to lend a
hand at these receptions—either by
working at the event in some
capacity or providing food or both.
What we would like to do is compile
2 lists. The first would be workers.
If we get a bigger list, we could
divide the work into shifts—set up,
serve, and clean up. The other
would be a list of those willing to
provide food. This is usually
cookies/bars, vegetable trays, fruit
trays and cheese and crackers. In
this way the work/donations could
be spread around more. We could
then rotate responsibility and not
always call on the same people.
Please see Sue Kiddoo at Coffee
Hour, call her at 367-2991 or email
her at sue.kiddoo@comcast.net.
We hope to get a good response.
We will all need this important
service at some time, unfortunately.

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed
Can you help with sound one or
more Sundays per month? Training
is available. The time commitment
is for setup, operation, and closure
for the 9:30 worship service on an
ongoing basis. We would like to
have a team so volunteers can plan
on one to two services each month.
Interested? Have questions?
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120.
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Money Counters Needed
If you would like to volunteer to
count the offering on Monday
mornings at 9:30am, please contact
Meridee Dornhoff at (217) 3563498. Thank you!
Interested? Have questions?
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120
or donna@wesleyui.org.
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More Peace with Justice
Sunday Photos

Clockwise from left:
Handbell Concert
Poetry Slam
Choir
Children’s Moment
Dylan Boot Receiving Award
Praise Band
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Reflections
On Old Photographs
June 1, 2016
by Donna Camp
A couple of weeks ago, I created the
Facebook event for Wesley Evening
Food Pantry’s 10th anniversary
celebration in November, including
a cover image of old photos. Every
day since I have thought about
someone I saw in a photo that I
haven’t talked with in a long time.
 The pantry’s first volunteer
coordinator, “mean lady”
Candice Sloan (whom I called—
she and John are in the process
of moving to California).
 The man who sang Christmas
carols in German and his wife.

 The Urbana High School cross
country team who loaded
produce at EIF into my dad’s
truck when the scheduled
volunteers didn’t show.
 Ariel, Erin, Adam, and so many
other students who have
graduated and left the area.
 Baby Olivia and her mother.
The Wesley Food Pantry is planning
a volunteer reunion for the
weekend of November 17-19, 2016.
I look forward to seeing many of the
people who have been so important
to me over the last 10 years. We
have stories we need to tell and
save so future pantry volunteers
understand how special our journey
has been.

So save the dates! Make airline
reservations. Plan your
Thanksgiving trip to family to
include a stop at Wesley first.
Donna Camp is co-founder and
former director of the Wesley Food
Pantry. She now writes and teaches
at Parkland College, the University
of Illinois, and Inform & Inspire
Consulting.
Wesley Evening Food Pantry
celebrates its 10th anniversary on
the 3rd Thursday of November 2016.
Save Thursday, November 17th
through Saturday, November 19th
for a volunteer reunion, ricepackaging event, special speakers,
and more.

Clockwise from left:
Volunteers setting up
the pantry
Pastors Dan and Paul
helping clients
Volunteers undergoing
training in Great Hall
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Food Pantry News
http://www.illinois.gov/gov/endhun
ger/Pages/Events.aspx
Then the following day, Eastern
Illinois Foodbank hosted their
Annual Agency Conference. Dawn
and Katie where able to network
with local agencies and learn about
the innovative ways they are
fighting hunger in the community.
They also were able to earn a
certification on safe food handling
and re-certify for USDA commodity
distribution.

Save the Date!
November 2016 marks the ten year
anniversary of the Wesley Food
Pantry. Since its opening in 2006,
the Evening Food Pantry has
expanded to make room for the
Parkland Pantry—its sister
organization. The 10th anniversary
celebration will take place
November 17-19, 2016 and will be a
time to reflect on the many
achievements of the pantry.

Updates from the Social
Service Desk

in her life this summer. There's
recently been an opening in a much
sought-after senior living
community and she has just
received word that her name is next
on the waiting list.
"I've been through so much," she
explained.
Not long ago Linda was morbidly
obese and using a wheelchair for
mobility. "I raised my grandbaby
from a wheelchair!" she said. "I had
to learn how to walk all over again."
Now, two years after having weight
loss surgery, Linda is happy and
more active than ever before. Food
pantry services have occasionally
helped Linda to keep food on the
table when funds were low. Now
she’s just counting the days until
her big move, which will coincide
with her 60th birthday. "Look at me
now!" she said laughing and
twirling.

Save the date to participate in the
weekend-long Anniversary Party
and Volunteer Reunion!

Last month was a particularly busy
Evening distribution. Staff and
volunteers welcomed 80 new clients
for the year 2016—many of whom
had waited patiently to brave the
crowded and overflowing Watseka
Lounge waiting area. After a long
night, every family was able to leave
with food. By the end of the night
144 children’s books, 26 adult
books, and 2 magazines were also
distributed.

Illinois Hunger Summit

Client Story – May 2016

Linda is also looking forward to her
granddaughter's summer vacation
from grade school. "We get to hang
out together," she said. And that in
and of itself is a precious gift.

On May 10th, Katie, our Pantry
Director, and Dawn, our Operations
Manager, were able to attend the
2016 Illinois Hunger Summit hosted
by the Illinois Commission to End
Hunger. At this all-day event, our
staff were able to network with
experts and learn more about
poverty and hunger in Illinois. They
came back recharged and loaded
with new information to better fight
hunger in our community. If you
are interested in learning more
about the conference, please visit

Linda has been a food pantry client
for 3 or 4 months now. We’ve
gotten to know one another a bit
because I usually work the number
table or the registration table
during Evening Food Pantry
distributions. Last month she came
up to me and gave me a hug. She
said that she had recently gotten
some really good news--so good
that she couldn't help but share.

Getting to know clients is one of the
most beloved parts of working and
volunteering with the food pantry.
Oftentimes we think about being
there to uplift our clients during a
time of tragedy or need. But Linda’s
triumphant news reminds me that
there will be good days too, and
that it is equally important and
equally as satisfying to be there to
share those moments as well.

As it turns out, Linda is looking
forward to beginning a new chapter

-- Brittany Coleman, Volunteer
Coordinator

6 | Page

June 15, 2016

Farewell to Brittany
We are saying farewell to Brittany
this month as she has accepted an
internship in Peru! She will be gone
for 6 months and will be working in
her field of study (creative writing).
She is very excited for this
opportunity, as well as to be able to
add Spanish language skills to her
considerable English and French
language abilities.

The Spire

2016, so far…
@Wesley

@Parkland*

946 Households
4,216 Individuals
1,990 Children

831 Households
2,683 Individuals
1,042 Children

Campus Ministry

American Classic Movie
Nights
Join us every Tuesday evening at
7:30 p.m. in the Wesley Theater
(upstairs from the Etc. Coffeehouse)
for a great American film classic! All
Wesley members, students,
community folks, and international
friends are invited to our weekly
movie as we celebrate the best and
funniest in American cinema. It’s
free, and we provide drinks and
snacks, so invite some friends and
we’ll see you there!

ESL Class and International
Coffeehouse Summer
Session
Our ESL class and International
Coffeehouse meet every Friday and
we invite you to join us! The class is
held each Friday from 3:00-400 p.m.
in the conference room, followed by
the International Coffeehouse from
4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Etc.
Coffeehouse. We welcome
everyone who would like to practice
English, make new friends, and
learn about various cultures. Come
and check us out!

Summer Hours for Etc.
The Etc. Coffeehouse is officially
closed for the summer, but it's still
available for students to use during
Wesley's summer business hours (8
a.m. - 5 p.m.). We do not offer
coffee during this time because our
student volunteers are away (so
plan to bring your own!), but
students are welcome to use the
space and the student lounge for
reading, studying, internet-surfing,
etc. Please help us keep these areas
tidy and welcoming by cleaning up
after yourself - we really appreciate
it!

7 | Page

Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Samantha Barra
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Tudor Miron
Property Manager
Richard Young
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, Mason
Driver
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

Campus Ministry

Wesley Summer Break Office
and Building Hours
May 16th — August 21st
Monday — Friday
Open 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturdays – Closed
Sundays
Open 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Friday, June 17th, 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Conference Room
(& every Friday in June and July)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we
practice speaking English and learn
about American culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
(& every Friday in June and July)
International Coffeehouse International students, visiting
scholars, Wesley folks and community
members are invited to join us for
coffee, snacks and conversation as we
practice English, make new friends
and learn about each other's cultures!
Sunday, June 19th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse
(& every Sunday)
Sunday worship – traditional and
contemporary
Tuesday, June 21st, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Wesley Theater
(& every Tuesday in June and July)
American Classic Movie Night – Join us
each week in the theater (upstairs
from the Etc. Coffeehouse) as we
catch a classic American movie –
snacks and drinks provided!

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

