
 

 

Sunday May 3rd Peace with 
Justice Sunday Celebrations 

Wesley celebrated Peace With 
Justice Sunday with a combined 
worship service at 10:30 a.m. and 
the 3rd annual Peace and Justice 
Poetry Slam and finger-food 
potluck.  Mary Kay Mace joined us 
as a guest speaker on a justice topic 
she is deeply connected to, 
common-sense gun control and 
enforcement.  To receive the $100 
associated with the Jean Cramer-
Heuerman Peace with Justice 
award, she selected Champaign-
Urbana’s Courage Connection, 
which provides housing and 
supportive services for individuals 
and families experiencing 

homelessness or who are victims of 
domestic violence. 
 
While it is celebrated church-wide, 
Peace with Justice Sunday is special 
to us at Wesley because of its 
intentional connection to the 
memory of our former senior pastor 
Rev. Jean Cramer-Heuerman.  
Pastor Jean would have helped us 
remember some of the main 
reasons why social justice ministry is 
critically important. 

1) Social justice ministry is 
profoundly biblical.  In addition 
to the social justice messages of 
Old Testament prophets, Jesus 
was a radical, who cleansed the 
temple of corruption and 

challenged the oppression of 
women, strangers, the poor and 
the sick. 

2) There is a distinction between 
justice and kindness.  While our 
ministries of service and mercy 
are critical, we must also 
passionately intervene in order 
to transform unjust systems 
that harm, exploit and fail the 
world’s most vulnerable people. 

3) Social justice ministry happens 
“out there” more than it 
happens “in here.”  How much 
of Jesus’ work was conducted in 
the temple or synagogue as 
opposed to the streets, the 
hillsides and the public square? 

4) The United Methodist Church 
has a mission to “make 
disciples.”  Social justice ministry 
forms disciples who respond 
with action – disciples who don’t 
just think theologically but act 
theologically, following in the 
footsteps of Christ. 

 
The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace 
with Justice Award was established 
in 1999 to honor Pastor Jean’s 
legacy, to recognize those in our 
Wesley community who incorporate 
social justice in their spiritual 
disciplines, and to encourage others 
to “go and do likewise.”  This year 
Social Action Ministry has chosen to 
recognize all nominees engaged in 
peace or justice work who haven’t 
previously won the award.  Their 

Pictured from left: 
Annette Lansford, Mary Kay Mace, Allie Jones, Ray Norton, John Spurgeon and Olivia Harris. 
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names will appear on a plaque that 
hangs in the Watseka Lounge.  The 
recipients of the Jean Cramer-
Heuerman Peace with Justice Award 
are Olivia Harris, Allie Jones, 
Annette Lansford, Ray Norton, and 
John Spurgeon.  Below you will find 
brief summaries of some of the 
activities we are honoring them for. 
 

Olivia Harris 
Olivia's respect for the environment 
and her love for working through 
programs and media to make grass 
root change is very effective.  She has 
been the editor of the U of I campus 
publication “the Green Observer”.  As 
editor, she led a team of students 
that wrote about environmental 
issues and policies at the University of 
Illinois and the surrounding area.  She 
also wrote and published eight 
articles and oversaw the publication 
of six print magazines. 
 
Olivia's concern for the 
environment led her to join the 
Wesley Church Green Team in early 
2014.  She helped plan the Green 
Team's display at the Wesley 
Program Fair in 2014, led an effort 
to get Wesley members to bring 
their own mugs to Coffee Hour and 
was involved in planning Wesley's 
first National Preach-In on Global 
Warming Service last February.  She 
played an important role in helping 
the Green Team devise a plan for 
Wesley Church to phase out its use 
of styrofoam, paper and plastic and 
embrace glass and silverware. 
 

Allie Jones 
Allie first joined Social Action 
Ministry at Wesley after a friend 
noticed her passion for social justice 
issues on Facebook and 
recommended her to the 
nominations committee.  After a 
couple of years she became co-chair 

and then chair of SAM which has a 
mission "to publicly witness, 
advocate, and provide opportunities 
to act, encouraging Wesley to 
prophetically bring God's vision to 
reality."  Along these lines Allie has 
helped plan and coordinate events 
at Wesley engaging members on 
the topics of the Affordable Health 
Care Act, Peace in Israel/Palestine, 
Marriage Equality in the Church, 
Gun Violence, Immigration Reform, 
and Poverty. 
 
Recently she participated in her first 
ever protest as part of the Black Lives 
Matter response to recent police 
violence and to also show her support 
for and solidarity with members of 
her local and national community. 
Allie’s actions exemplify what it 
means to be a seeker of justice. 
 

Annette Lansford 
Annette Lansford has been 
prolifically involved in social justice 
activities in the community.  In fact 
there are too many to name in just 
a few minutes here.  She has served 
on the board for Court Appointed 
Special Advocates for abused and 
neglected children for over 6 years, 
including one year as president.  
She has personally mentored a child 
for over 8 years through the 
Champaign-Urbana one-to-one 
program, who has plans to go on to 
Parkland next year.  Annette is also 
a member of the League of Women 
Voters and has contributed 
significantly to a redistricting reform 
proposal, which for example would 
help to reduce disenfranchisement 
of minority groups. 
 
Here at Wesley she has organized the 
Fall Seminar for several years, which 
exposes Wesley members and friends 
to experts on issues of contemporary 
importance.  The topics have included 

religion and war, church and state, 
politics and religion, the reality of 
poverty here at home, and the 
upcoming Black and White in 
America, to name just a few.  Though 
the topic changes, her rigorous effort 
to provide an in-depth and well-
rounded presentation on the topic is 
consistent. 
 

Ray Norton 
Ray grew up influenced by parents we 
were active in social justice.  He 
started going on mission trips at the 
age of 16.  He spent about a decade 
helping to repair homes through the 
Henderson Settlement organization 
where he witnessed first-hand how 
much hope, in the form of having a 
solid house to call home, can inspire 
people to rise above their conditions 
and result in more successful 
outcomes for children. More recently 
he has participated in trips to 
Jonestown, Mississippi with a group 
from Wesley to do similar work. 
 
As a college student in the 60s he 
was very active in the struggle for 
civil rights including responding to 
the call of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
to meet in and support the people 
of Selma, Alabama after the 
attempted march to Montgomery 
that became known as “Bloody 
Sunday.”  He also spent a year 
working for the Cook County 
department of public aid during a 
tumultuous time of rioting in 
Chicago and later, while living in 
Kentucky, spent time visiting 
prisoners.  He recently presented a 
program to the UMW here at 
Wesley about his civil rights 
experiences, further inspiring others 
to work for the cause of civil rights. 
 
Since his retirement in 2008 Ray has 
been volunteering as a “guardian ad 
litem” or a Court Appointed Special 



June 15, 2015 The Spire 

 3  |  P a g e  

Advocate which involves making 
home visits, and talking to teachers, 
and doctors, whatever is necessary 
to make sure children are getting 
what they need. 
 

John Spurgeon 
John Spurgeon went on his first 
mission trip in 1976 and has been 
participating in and organizing 3-4 
trips per year since, providing 

others the opportunity to 
experience doing God’s work. 
His work has taken him all across 
the United States, from work here 
in Illinois to Gulf Coast states and 
several places in between, as well as 
to Haiti.  He has worked to build 
homes and wells; replace and repair 
roofs; build school desks; clean up 
hurricane damage; and serve in 
food pantries and soup kitchens. 
 

John responds to God’s call to lead 
and serve with, “yes, here I am Lord.”  
His work has led him to incredible 
relationships both with those he has 
served and those he serves alongside. 
He has experienced miracles and 
devastation; new hope and tragedy; 
spiritual growth; and watched as lives 
have been changed.  These 
experiences have helped form him 
into the progressive Christian he is 
today, passionate about social justice. 
 

Grow at Wesley 

Praying the Scriptures:  
Brown Bag Study 

All are invited to a brown bag lunch 
time Scripture study each Thursday 
at Noon this summer.  This summer 
small-group opportunity will be a 
casual, more devotional approach 
to the Scriptures.  We will examine, 
pray through, and reflect on a 
variety of Scriptures from 
throughout the Bible.  Invite a 
friend, bring your lunch and a Bible, 
and join us on Thursdays this 
summer through August 13th at 
Noon as we Pray the Scriptures. 
Contact Pastor Miriam at 
msnider@wesleyui.org with 
questions or for more information. 
There will be no book to purchase 
for this study. 

Did you know there is a 
Discipleship Ministry Team 
at Wesley?  

There’s a ministry team at Wesley 
that focuses on several important 
aspects of Wesley community life 
and you are invited to be a part of 
this exciting team.  The main 
priorities of the Discipleship Team 
include leading the congregation in 

actions of welcome and hospitality, 
nurturing relationships with 
newcomers and new members, 
coordinating several small group 
growth opportunities, and 
facilitating several occasions for 
fellowship and growth as a 
community.  The next big effort of 
the team is preparing to offer a 
hospitable welcome to students, 
through guest gifts, coffee hour on 
the front lawn and other special 
welcome events and efforts. 
 
If you’d like to be a part of this 
ministry team contact Pastor Miriam 
(msnider@wesleyui.org).  If you 
believe your gifts and strengths will 
make you an effective member of 
this team, we really encourage you 
to consider joining this team effort.  
If you’d even just like to explore the 
possibility, contact Pastor Miriam.  
She is always available to have 
conversation about how your gifts 

and strengths equip you to serve and 
be a part of the exciting ministries 
offered at Wesley. 

A Note From the 
Discipleship Ministry Team 

A while back I danced with joy 
inside myself when my almost three 
year old responded to a complete 
stranger when they picked 
something up she had dropped out 
of a shopping cart and handed it 
back to her with a, “thank you very 
much.”  The woman looked at me in 
nodding approval and I thought to 
myself, “OH YEAH, I’m pretty much 
killing it at this mothering thing.” 
For a quick moment all of the time 
I’ve spent talking with her about 
saying please and thank you and 
training her to respond in an 
appropriate and kind manner is 
paying off.  She’s listening and she’s 
getting it and perhaps she really is 
growing into a kind person. 
 
This is also how I feel on Sundays 
when I look out on the Wesley 
congregation after we’ve blessed 
and invited everyone to share the 
peace of Christ with their neighbors.  
I see community members engaging 

mailto:msnider@wesleyui.org
mailto:msnider@wesleyui.org
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with one another and sharing signs 
of Christ’s peace with one another 
as well as with those who are 
visiting or who are back with us 
after a period of absence.  A friend 
of mine recently challenged her 
congregation to greet someone 
they didn’t know during passing the 
peace before greeting someone 
they already knew.  I look out on 
the Wesley community and see this 
happening and it makes me so 
joyful inside.  I just know that 
because of it  someone new to 
Wesley is hopefully having a great 
experience, made better because 
someone is taking the time to speak 
with them, shake hands and even 
invite them to go coffee hour with 
them.  I think to myself, “OH YEAH, 
I’m pretty much killing it at this 
pastor thing.”  I also think that all of 
the time we spend talking about 
hospitality and kindness toward 
strangers is really paying off.  They 
are listening, they are getting it and 
we really are growing into the 
church God needs us to be. 
 
I say all of this as a reminder of just 
how much impact a small moment 
of kindness can make in the life of a 
person.  I also say this because I 
never want us as a church 
community to underestimate how 
meaningful a positive interaction 
during passing the peace can be for 
a guest or for someone who’s been 
absent for a time.  Passing the 
peace might not seem like that big 
of a deal but the practice has 
ancient and meaningful roots for 
Christians.  The gesture is simple 
but the meaning is profound.  The 
tradition is rooted in Scripture and it 
is a physical demonstration of 
Christ’s peace extended through us 
to others.  I actually believe it has 
the power to train our hearts, minds 
and tongues in the ways of peace. 
 

Passing the peace lasts only a 
moment and it’s easy to participate 
with little intention.  Yet, like our 
efforts to form kindness and 
graciousness into our toddlers by 
mechanically training them to say 
“please” and “thank you” our hope 
is that repeated performance 
eventually shapes their hearts and 
minds to engage intentionally and 
genuinely with both strangers and 
friends.  In the same way, passing 
the peace gives us the vocabulary 
for expressing peace as we grow 
and mature in faith and as we are 
shaped to be people of peace. 
 
So I encourage you like my friend 
encouraged her congregation.  Try 
to greet someone new or unfamiliar 
to you before you greet someone 
who came with you during passing 
the peace.  This will be an especially 
important practice in the fall when 
there are many guests coming to 
Wesley, but it’s important for those 
visiting throughout the summer as 
well.  I also encourage you if you are 
a parent or grandparent to tell your 
kids what passing the peace is all 
about and encourage them to 
extend it to those around them.  
Saying “the peace of Christ be with 
you” in my book is as important as 
saying “please” and “thank you.” 
 
The Peace of Christ Be With You, 
Miriam 

Are you looking for a good 
read this summer?  Let us 
suggest… 

Practicing our Faith:  A Way of Life 
for a Searching People, edited by 
Dorothy C. Bass 
This book is the inspiration for our 
new summer sermon series.  If 
you’d like to read along we will be 
tackling a chapter/practice each 

week as we move through the 
summer together in worship.  There 
are a few books available in the 
Center Office for $10 or you can 
library loan or purchase a copy from 
any online retailer. 
 
Lessons in Belonging From a 
Church-Going Commitment Phobe, 
by Erin S. Lane 
This is the book Pastor Miriam 
quoted from in her sermon on 
Confirmation/Pentecost Sunday.  
It’s written from the perspective of 
a millennial (late 20-something) but 
it would be a thoughtful read for 
persons of every generation. 

Talking Taboo:  American Christian 
Women Get Frank About Faith, 
edited by Enuma Okoro & Erin Lane 
The Tuesday Night Radio Maria 
Book Club has picked up this book 
of 30 short essays written by a 
diverse group of Christian women.  
Even if you can’t join us for Book 
Club, we invite you to read along. 
The essays are short.  Some are 
provocative.  Some will make you 
cry.  Some will inspire you.  Some 
will instill in you a holy anger. 
 
We’ll be discussing portions of the 
first 5 essays at the first book club 
meeting on June 16th.  Essay titles 
include:  No One Teaches Us How to 
be Daughters; On Being a Strong 
Woman; Becoming One Flesh:  
Thoughts on Male Headship in 
Marriage; Tattooing My Faith; The 
Beauty in Brokenness. 
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Take Action 

Wesley Green Member of 
the Month:  Kristen 
Dean-Grossmann 

Kristen attempts to keep the 
environment in mind each day by 
making many small, environmentally 
conscious decisions.  These small 
decisions add up over time and allow 
Kristen to make a large positive 
impact on the environment.  Some 
of these decisions and actions 
include using cloth bags at grocery 
stores, running only full loads of 
laundry, recycling everything she 
can, avoiding using A/C until it is 
unbearable, using cloth diapers, and 
shopping at second hand stores.  
These are just a few ways Kristen 
promotes sustainability in her 
everyday life.  She also has 
intentions to try solar energy and 
possibly purchase an electric vehicle 
when it becomes more viable. 

Kristen has made these decisions 
over time as a result of her 
dedication to always learning and 
keeping up to date with 
environmental trends.  Kristen first 
made many of these changes after 
Earth Day went global in 1990.  
Earth Day 1990 mobilized more 
than 200 million people in over 141 
countries and was the first 
successful effort to promote 
worldwide sustainability.  Kristen 

was inspired by this movement and 
has worked to promote 
sustainability in her life ever since. 

Kristen believes there is a 
relationship between Christianity 
and environmentalism.  She states 
simply that, “God created the 
world…caring for the environment 
is caring for yourself and your 
neighbors…you must love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  She also 
acknowledges that being 
environmentally friendly can be 
challenging.  “Being green is not 
always convenient; it takes effort…it 
can be uncomfortable and 
sometimes you have to do without 
in order to be green.”  However, she 
admits that the importance of 
taking care of the earth makes 
these challenges worthwhile. 

Overall, Kristen wants to be mindful 
of the footprint she is leaving 
because at the end of the day, 
“…the environment is our home and 
we want it to continue to be in good 
shape for future generations.” 

COMING UP AT WESLEY 
THIS FALL 

This fall, the focus of our annual 
seminar and a series of other 
activities will be on racial relations 
and violence in America.  The 
Wesley Fall Seminar, which will be 
held on Sunday, October 4th, will be 
entitled Black and White in 
America-a look at racial relations 
and violence.  Certainly it is no 
surprise to any of us who read the 
local paper that violence is currently 
prominent in this community as 
well as many other American cities.  
As one of the staff of the 

Champaign Police Department has 
recently noted, “these issues are 
the elephant in the room that few 
people are willing to openly talk 
about.”  This year’s seminar panel 
will consist of Champaign Police 
Chief Anthony Cobb, Champaign 
Mayor Deb Frank Feinen, and U of I 
Professors Travis Dixon and Monica 
McDermott.  Sam Banks, Executive 
Director of the Boys and Girls Club, 
will serve as moderator. 

In addition to the October 4th fall 
seminar, other related events are 
being planned to address this issue.  
On several Monday evenings in 
September, Pastor Dowler and the 
Wesley peer ministers will be 
showing pertinent movies in the 
Wesley theater on the subject of 
race in this country.  Movies will be 
followed by a time for discussion led 
by Pastor Dowler. 

On Sunday, September 27th, after a 
10:30 combined service and an all-
church potluck, a dramatic reading 
of the play Tangled, by local 
playwright Dr. Nicole Anderson-
Cobb, will be held in the Great Hall.  
Tangled is about gun violence in 
Chicago.  This will be followed by a 
discussion between the audience, 
Dr. Anderson-Cobb, and the readers.  
Dr. Rev. Miley Palmer, former Senior 
Minister at Wesley, will moderate. 

On Saturday, October 17th, an all-day 
Iroquois River District Seminar “A 
Christian Response to Violence” will 
be held at Faith United Methodist 
Church in Champaign.  This seminar 
is for those concerned about how to 
respond to the risk of violence and 
how to take this information back to 
their home church. 
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Please plan to come to several of 
these events.  We hope that a 
thoughtful look at ongoing race and 
violence issues will help us to gain a 
better understanding why we, as a 
country and a community, have not 
made more progress in this area.  
Our hope is that efforts such as 
these will lead us forward to better 
racial relations and less violence.  All 
are open to the community. 

If you would like to do some 
summer reading before the fall 
events begin, here are some 
suggestions: 
 
Black Like Me by John Howard 
Griffin 
 

Racism Without Racists:  Color-
Blind Racism and the Persistence of 
Racial Inequality in America by 
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva 
 

The New Jim Crow by Michelle 
Alexander 

Please Stop Helping Us:  How 
Liberals Make It Harder for Blacks 
to Succeed by Jason L. Riley 
 

Divided by Faith:  Evangelical 
Religion and the Problem of Race in 
America by Michael O. Emerson and 
Christian Smith 
 

Shame:  How America’s Past Sins 
Have Polarized Our Country by 
Shelby Steele 
 

I’m Not a Racist, But…:  The Moral 
Quandary of Race by Lawrence 
Blum 
 

Privilege, Power, and Difference by 
Allan G. Johnson 
 

The Half Has Never Been Told:  
Slavery and the Making of 
American Capitalism by Edward E. 
Baptist 
 

High Rise Stories:  Voices from 
Chicago Public Housing (Voice of 
Witness)by Audrey Petty (Editor) 
 

The Sellout:  A Novel by Paul Beatty 

Wesley UMC celebrated its 
first Alternative 
Transportation Challenge 
on May 31st 

Our bikers rose to the occasion of 
taking alternative transportation to 
church and filled our bike racks!  At 
least two took the bus and rumor 
has it that at least one walked to 
church.  We also know that a few 
carpooled.  The Wesley Green Team 
is grateful to all who participated. 

Your efforts somewhat reduced the 
output of one pound of CO2 in the 
air for each mile traveled.  The 
Wesley Green Team believes that 
we will do better when we have our 
next Alternative Transportation 
Challenge. 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 5 years 

Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 

Youth Ministry  

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.   
 

2nd – 5th Sundays:  The youth will 
study the scripture, while also going 
to Starbucks to grab a favorite 
drink! 

Vacation Bible School 
June 8th and 9th 

Calling all 3 year olds to 5th graders 
for VBS on June 8th and 9th from 9 
a.m. – noon. 
 

Child visitors are welcome!  We will 
have an awesome time experiencing 

God’s Love in Action – The G FORCE!  
There will be games, crafts and 
singing to make this an amazing 
VBS. 
 

Please see Ms. Rachel with any 
questions. 

Summer Camping 
Opportunities 

Please see Ms. Rachel for a Camping 
and Retreat Ministries flyer.  There 
are a lot of wonderful camping 
opportunities for children, youth 
and families. 
 

The Education Committee will 
provide $100 dollars per child/youth 
to attend camp.  The family must be 
members or attend Wesley. 
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United Methodist Women 

 

Announcements 

Sympathy 

to Bob and Meg Rauschenberger 
and family at the death of Bob’s 
father, Glen Rauschenberger, on 
Friday, May 15th at the age of 100. 
He lived in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  

Sympathy 

To Laura Licari, Wesley’s IT 
Computer Specialist, at the death of 
her aunt, Rosaria Ishu, who died on 
Thursday, May 28th, at the age of 
54.  She lived in Wooddale, Illinois.  

Happy Birthday! 

Lois Brighton will be celebrating her 
90th birthday June 11th.  If you would 
like to send her cards/notes you 
may send them to:  501 E. 
Evergreen Ct., Urbana, IL  62801. 

 

Calling All Cooks and 
Bakers! 

Some of you may have been 
surprised to receive an email 
soliciting meals for a church 
member recently.  In order not to 
discriminate by only asking the 
women to provide care to members 
in need of meals or to fulfill other 
requests for food that may arise, we 
will now be asking everyone!  We 
know that some of you men are 
excellent cooks and bakers, and we 
want you to be able to use those 
talents.  Thank you in advance! 

-Wesley United Methodist Women 

Quilts for Cunningham Children’s Home 

On Thursdays May 28th and June 11th the Wesley 
Quilters gathered for the day in the West Lounge 
to put together quilts for Cunningham Children’s 
Home.  Those in attendance were:  Cara Monical, 
Ruth Sattazahn, Myrna Smith, Sue Kiddoo, Allie 
Jones, Constance Isley, Ann Spurgeon, Ellen 
Phillippe, Miriam Snider, Constance Isley, Kristen 
Dean-Grossmann, and Marilyn Whittaker. 
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Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 

HELP!  The email list of coffee hour 
hosts is becoming so short that we 
are in danger, at times, of having no 
beverages at coffee hour!  Folks on 
our list are getting older and some 
have had to quit participating in this 
activity.  We need some new names 
on the list to keep this important 
activity going. 
 

This is not a difficult task and takes 
only a couple of hours on a Sunday 
morning.  All the supplies needed 
are provided and an “old timer” 
would be willing to be there the first 
Sunday to “show you the ropes.”  If 
you are a “single” you could be 
paired with someone. 
 

Please consider volunteering for this 
job occasionally.  You can email 
Vicki in the Center Office at 
vicki@wesleyui.org  

to have your name added to the list.  
Thank you. 

Money Counters Needed 

If you would like to help count the 
offering on Monday mornings about 
9:15 a.m., please contact Meridee 
Dornhoff at (217) 356-3498 or 
mdornhof@comcast.net.  Thank 
you! 

Thank you! 

In April of this year Walt and Jane 
Myers purchased 72 coffee cups 
that hold 8.5 oz. liquid and gave 
them to the Wesley United 
Methodist Church and to the Green 
Team.  It is a gift much appreciated. 
 

The Green Team took the money 
we had budgeted for cups and will 
give it to UMCOR and specify it to 

be given to Relief for Nepal.  This 
environmental disaster seemed an 
appropriate expenditure. 
 

Charles Evans, Wesley Church Green 
Team Chair 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 

Can you help?  Some training is 
available, but volunteers will ideally 
have some familiarity with audio 
equipment and processing digital 
audio.  The time commitment is 
several hours per week, including 
the 9:30 worship service and 
flexible work at home. 
 

Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120 
or donna@wesleyui.org. 
 

Food Pantry News

Meet Wesley Food Pantry 
Summer Intern 

We are excited to introduce our 
summer intern, Jack Marcoski, 
pictured at left on a trip he and his 
family took to Versailles.  He is 
heading into his second year at 
UIUC in the Industrial Engineering 
program, and is spending the 

summer working and living in a 
house with 5 of his fraternity 
brothers.  During the summer Jack 
will learn about the Pantry 
operations, and practice his hand at 
operations manager duties. 
 
We are excited to have you on 
board Jack! 

Message from Jack…. 

My name is Jack Marcoski and I am 
the new Intern for the Food Pantry.  
I am from Downers Grove, a 
western suburb of Chicago.  I am an 
Industrial Engineering student here 
at UIUC.  Along with the internship, 
I am working part time at the Red 
Lion as well as taking summer 
classes at Parkland College. 

Notes from May Evening 
Pantry Distribution 

During the May Pantry distribution 
our clients spent time in the 
company of many wonderful 
volunteers and visited various social 
service agencies. 
 
Last month the Pantry 
also received a 
significant number of 
donated adult books to 
share during the May 
distribution in response 
to our request.  Thank you! 

mailto:vicki@wesleyui.org
mailto:mdornhof@comcast.net
mailto:donna@wesleyui.org
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If you had a chance to walk past the 
Watseka Lounge you would have 
observed high energy children going 
through the books with the 
fantastic volunteers, excitedly 
choosing the two that they would 
bring home this time.  And if you 
were to glance to the other side of 
Watseka, you would have seen their 
slightly older, but no less excited, 
relatives and neighbors choosing 
their summer reads too!  Help us 
keep this enthusiasm alive by 
dropping any of your pre-read 
literary loves off at the Center 
Office and we will make sure they 
find a good home! 

 
Clients in 
Watseka were 
able to get 
assistance in 
signing up for 
SNAP benefits 
too.  In 

recognition of the multifaceted 
nature of food insecurity, the Pantry 
strives to provide emergency food 
while enabling our neighbors to gain 
a stable footing.  Our lovely SNAP 
volunteers serve this mission also 
when they spend time with the 
Pantry clients helping them to 
complete the lengthy online SNAP 
application (the process takes 
approximately 30 minutes).  During 
the last Pantry Sandy, a SNAP 
volunteer who frequently shares 
her services with the Wesley 
Evening Pantry and the Daily Bread 
Soup Kitchen, helped two 
individuals complete their 
preliminary SNAP applications. 
 
The Champaign County 
Rehabilitation Services office of the 
Illinois Department of Human 
Services was also on site during the 
May distribution and a 
rehabilitation counselor sat down 

and spoke with clients about 
services that were available to assist 
them.  By advocating for and 
alongside our community members 
the Department of Rehabilitation 
Services is able to enhance our 
neighbors’ quality of life. 

In addition to all the great services 
mentioned, the Champaign County 
Christian Health Center was also 
onsite during the May distribution.  
The representative discussed the 
Health Center’s services with Pantry 
clients and arranged an estimated 
50 potential future appointments.  
Ten no-cost medical and dental 
appointments were scheduled 
during the Pantry and Pantry clients 
will receive medical and dental 
evaluations at the Health Center’s 
upcoming clinics.  The Champaign 
County Christian Health Center 
stated that the Pantry was a warm 
and welcoming experience and they 
would like to return 3-4 times per 
year to reconnect with clients.   

New Donor 

The Wesley Food Pantry would like 
to express our immense gratitude 
for Health Alliance’s recent first-
time donation.  Health Alliance is 
dedicated to treating their patients 
like people, not policies, and 
continues to demonstrate their 
commitment to this mission by 
supporting the Wesley Food Pantry.  
Thank you Health Alliance! 

Schnucks eScrip Fundraising 

Pantry Donation Made Easy:  
Schnucks Donates via eScrip 

Your purchases create automatic 
contributions of up to 3% of your 
purchase price. 
 
Pick up a card at any Schnucks 
store.  Shop at Schnucks and have 
your card scanned when you check 
out.  It's easy, it's free, it's powerful! 

Volunteers Needed June - 
August 

As spring warms into summer the 
Wesley Food Pantry has to part with 
many of our college volunteers.  
This temporary migration means 
that we rely more heavily on our C-
U area residents to keep the Pantry 
up and running.  If you are able to 
spare some time this summer and 
want to meet some other amazing 
pantry friends, check out our 
volunteer sign up page at 
wesleypantry.org.  We look forward 
to seeing you! 

2015, so far… 

@Wesley @Parkland 

890 Households 

4178 Individuals 

1816 Children 

502 Households 

1727 Individuals 

715 Children 

The May distribution at the Wesley 
Evening Food Pantry was our 
busiest yet, serving nearly 1,000 
individuals.  Thank you to all of the 
amazing, hard-working volunteers, 
who made this busy distribution 
possible.



 

 

 Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Brian Sullivan 
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Maehr 
Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
Organist 
 Adam Gruber 
Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
Bell Choir Director 
 Morgan Boes 
Kingdom Singers Director 
 Andrea Buchanan 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
Food Pantry Director 
 Katie Thomas 
Food Pantry Assistant to the Director 
 Shelsea McCarthy 
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator 
 Brittany Coleman 
Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
IT Computer Specialist 
 Laura Licari 
Property Manager 
 Timothy Wright 
Full-time Custodian 
 Jack Driver 
Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, 
 William Tadekawa 
Weekend Custodians 
 Justin & Megan Farkas 

Campus Ministry 
 

We have lots of ways for 
undergraduate, graduate and 
international students to get 
involved.  Check out the calendar 
and join us! 
 

June 16th – 7:30-9:30 p.m. Etc. 
Coffeehouse/Movie Theater 
(& every Tuesday through July) 
American Classic Movie Night - each 
Tuesday evening we gather to watch 
a classic American flick, enjoy 
refreshments and be with friends.  
Everyone is invited to join us for this 
evening of free summer 
entertainment! 
 

June 19th, 3-4 p.m., Conference 
Room (& every Friday) 
Summer Session ESL class for 
beginners through advanced 
students.  No registration necessary. 
 

4-6 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Friday) 
Our International Coffeehouse 
welcomes international and 
domestic students, visiting scholars, 
and friends for coffee, refreshments 
and great conversation!  Join us as 
we meet new people, learn about 
different cultures, and practice 
English. 
 

June 21st, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., 
Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Sunday) 
Sunday worship 
 

6:30-7:30 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Sunday) 
Soul Purpose fellowship for college 
students and young adults meets in 
the coffeehouse for a snack supper, 
followed by a creative worship 
experience.  Join us as we share 
stories, share our faith and share our 
journey with one another! 

Thanks for the Food! 

WesCare thanks all who made chili 
for The Times Center men's shelter. 
Seven gallons were delivered last 
month.  The food was gratefully 
received by the staff and no doubt 
enjoyed. 

Kazuko Sasamori Thanks 

To all the Loving and Caring Friends 
at Wesley UMC:  Thank you for all the 
cards and greetings for my mother’s 
birthday last month!  I have never 
seen the mailbox so full!  It was very 
much appreciated.  Thank you Rev. 
King Crede for stopping by to serve 
communion as well as for the 
beautiful flowers from the Wesley 
Women.  Thanks for your prayers and 
God’s grace. 
 

Koichi Sasamori 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 

 




