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Peace with Justice Sunday
& Honorees
May 1st marked Peace with Justice
Sunday at Wesley UMC. United
Methodists around the world
celebrate this special Sunday, but it
holds extra significance for the
Wesley community.
On this day, we pay special honor to
the late Jean Cramer-Heuerman, a
senior pastor at Wesley who was
known as a passionate advocate for
peace and justice. Jean believed
social justice is profoundly biblical.
She pushed us to challenge unjust
systems that harm, exploit, and fail
those who are most vulnerable. She
reminded us that social justice
ministry happens “out there” more
than it happens “in here.” She
contended that social justice
ministry forms disciples who
respond with action – disciples who

don’t just think theologically but act
theologically, following in the
footsteps of Christ.
The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace
with Justice Award was established
in 1999 to honor Pastor Jean’s
legacy, to recognize those in our
Wesley community who incorporate
social justice in their practice of
faith, and to encourage others to do
likewise. The awardees’ names
appear on a plaque that hangs in
the Watseka Lounge. Roses are
given in connection with the award,
symbolic of the rose bush planted in
Pastor Jean’s honor next to the
Peace Pole outside Wesley’s Lamb
Courtyard. The variety of rose there
is named “Peace.”
This year’s Peace with Justice theme
was “Disability Awareness:
Accessibility and Inclusion.” Rev.
Dr. Thomas Logsdon (above right)

delivered a thoughtful sermon on
that topic as our guest speaker for
the combined service and then
served as emcee for the Poetry
Slam – even coining a new
nickname for it, the “SAM Slam,”
after the Social Action Ministry that
organizes the event. Dr. Logsdon is
director of Connectional Ministries
for the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, and has taught multiple
conference and jurisdictional
courses of study on Changing the
World (his most frequent subject),
Evangelism and Ethics.
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This year the Social Action Ministry
honored Dylan Boot with the Jean
Cramer-Heuerman Peace with
Justice Award. Dylan immediately
comes to mind as both a model and
an advocate for justice and
inclusion. During the planning for
the Capital Campaign, Dylan agreed
to be a part of a video highlighting
the need for increased accessibility
in our Wesley building. He drove his
motorized scooter to various spots
around the building to demonstrate
the access problems for those with
limited mobility. He explained how
these physical barriers did not
communicate a welcome to persons
with physical disabilities.
Dylan was also hired to guide the
Wesley Student Center program
during a year when our previous
campus minister was on leave. As
part of that, he clearly
demonstrated the significant
contributions he was able to share,
regardless of his disabilities. He
raised awareness of disability
concerns and provided planning
input that made a difference, as
evidenced by the ramp access into
the sanctuary sound booth.
In addition, Dylan accompanied the
students on their mission trip to
Thailand and addressed issues of
disability at the children’s home
where they worked. Another
example of his leadership was his
application for a Lilly Foundation
Research Grant to study what
barriers contribute to the reasons
students with disabilities often
decide to not attend church, in
hopes that not only Wesley could
benefit, but also other foundations
as well.
Dylan currently is employed as an
Independent Living Specialist at
PACE Center for Independent Living,
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where he actively works on behalf
of others with disabilities to realize
their potential for independence
and community contribution.
The Social Action Ministry also
recognized four others associated
with Wesley – two community
members and two students – for
their unique contributions to the
cause of social justice.
Kristen Ehrenberger has spent the
past 12 years at the University of
Illinois working towards her
MD/PhD. Throughout her time
here, she has been an active
member in the Wesley Graduate
Student book study as well as
serving at Faith United Methodist
Church in developing their
children’s church curriculum.
A constant advocate for racial,
gender, and socio-economic justice
and equality, Kristen uses social
media and participation in
community activities to raise
awareness of systemic issues of
justice that have led to a
fragmented community. She has
also worked with the graduate
student union to ensure graduate
student well-being and rights.
Kristen will be leaving this summer
to begin her residency at the
University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center, where she will being doing a
four-year combined adult-pediatrics
residency program. She intends to
enter the “complex care” branch of
medicine, in which doctors seek to
diagnose and treat patients with
multiple life-long healthcare needs.
Kristen is a force for social justice
not just in her free time, but in her
career and vocation.
Skylar Lipman is an undergraduate
majoring in both restoration

ecology and music performance. A
peer minister at Wesley, she is one
of six interns chosen by a campus
interfaith group to foster dialogue
and develop education programs on
issues concerning justice, peace,
and gender differences. Among her
activities at Wesley, she has been
on a youth retreat where she led
workshops on keeping faith after
high school; went on this year’s
spring break work trip to the
Habitat for Humanity in Jonestown,
Mississippi; plays in the bell choir;
and has assisted the Green Team
with important events.
Rev. Clyde Snyder is not a member
of Wesley, but has served a major
leadership role with our Wesley
Food Pantry. Out of his love for
hands-on service to others, he
began volunteering with the pantry
soon after its start. He quickly
moved into coordinating roles,
working with volunteers on
unloading, storage, set-up, and
maintenance and repair work on
equipment. Whatever is needed,
Clyde has become a “go to guy.” He
is a warm and welcoming voice for
both volunteers and clients.
Clyde also has served on the food
pantry board, including as chair. In
addition, he has shown leadership
in his work on the board of the
Preacher’s Aid Society and Benefit
Fund of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference. This board oversees
the financial benefits of retired
clergy, offers consultation regarding
their investments and health care
coverage, and provides support to
ensure that the needs of clergy and
spouses are addressed in their
retirement years. Clyde has served
on this board for many years and
currently is the board chair.
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While some choose to spend their
retirement in leisure activities,
Clyde has chosen to continue his life
of personal and organizational
service. Although the Annual
Conference considers him as no
longer being in “active status,”
Clyde is still very active in ministry
on behalf of others, serving and
advocating for those who need an
extra voice.
John Taylor’s legal career has been
one in which he has always sought
to do some good for people through
the law. Part of that has been as a
public defender, acting as an
advocate for those who could not
afford a private attorney. Some of
those he has defended were
innocent, but others were guilty of
terrible crimes, and this has often
required John to explain to family
and friends the importance of giving
everyone the best defense possible,
and a fair trial.
John served on the Urbana City
Council for eight years. He has
worked for causes that raised funds
for schools, libraries, and historical
buildings, as well as worked for
candidates who believed in
preservation of our local heritage.
One of his favorite activities was to
mentor young people about the
law, speaking to high school classes,
and participating in moot court
competitions at the law school. For
many years, he appeared on a local
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TV talk show, where he gave out
free advice to callers. When his
children were young, John went on
many work trips with Wesley youth,
where he forged lasting friendships.
After the combined church service,
about 60 Wesley members and
friends gathered in the West Lounge

for the Poetry Slam, or “SAM Slam,”
accompanied by a finger-food
potluck. The program included
poems with social justice themes,
shared by Wesley members and
friends, interspersed with further
honoree recognition.
Judith Unger shared "Jean's Walk,"
a poem authored by Jean Cramer
Heuerman’s late husband Jack
Cramer-Heuerman, the summer
after her death. Isaiah Conley
shared his touching poem “My
Lovely Grandmother.” Former
Wesley pastor Paul Unger recalled
his early years in Hoopeston with “I
Grew Up in a Place Like That.”
Eleanor Evans recalled the entrance
of debilitating disease with Norman

McNamara’s “When Lewy Body's
Come to Call.” Jeffery Ford’s
poignant “Observations on Feet”
was shared by Craig Chamberlain.
Charles Evans recalled
environmental disaster in “The Flint,
Michigan, Water Crisis” by Buff
Whitman-Bradley. Ann Spurgeon
demonstrated the strength of
friends with disabilities in her poem
“Two Katies,” while Cheryl Lum
presented her self-authored “Psalm
911.” Ernie Gullerud concluded the
poetry selections by sharing Steve
Shoemaker’s thought-provoking “A
New Inscription for the Statue of
Liberty.”
Thank you to everyone who worked
to make this day possible.
Wesley Social Action Ministry
Committee

UMW Plant Sale for a Liberian well
project and Bell Choir Concert on
Peace with Justice Sunday
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Take Action

Emergency Supplies Needed
Zach Klobnak & Dan King
Crede in Concert
Mark your calendars for Friday
evening, June 3rd at 7:00 p.m. Zach
Klobnak and Dan King Crede, both
former organists at Wesley, will
present a joint concert on the 90
year old Aeolian Skinner organ in
the Wesley sanctuary. They will
present solo works and perform
organ duets. Come enjoy this brief
but lively concert celebrating the
organ’s 90th birthday year.

The Midwest Mission Distribution
Center (MMDC) gathers emergency
supplies for disasters at home and
abroad. If you bring donations from
the following lists to Wesley before
June 6th, we will deliver them to the
Annual Conference on June 8th.
There will be an MMDC truck
waiting for contributions then.
Personal dignity kits:
hand towel; washcloth; comb; nail
clippers; toothbrush; shampoo with
conditioner; deodorant; bar soap;
razors (individually wrapped);
toothpaste (2.5 oz. or larger)

School kits:
3 spiral 1-subject notebooks (8 x 10
1/2"); 3 pens (blue or black); 3
unsharpened pencils; pencil
sharpener; pencil eraser (2 inches
or larger); 12" ruler with metric
measurements; protractor (6" long
with metric); box of 24 crayons;
pair of round tip scissors (no plastic
scissors)
Those wishing to help with the cost
of shipping and/or purchase of
supplies in bulk can make their
checks payable to MMDC and mail
them to: MMDC, P.O. Box 56,
Chatham, IL 62629.
Lois and Ernie Gullerud,
Lay Delegates to IGRC

Green Team
The Wesley Green Team deeply
thanks Wesley members for
generously giving to our Wesley
Green Team Projects during the
February Preach-In on Climate
Change. We are distributing the
$1,213.00 given as follows:
 $700.00 for Faith in Place
 $200.00 for Champaign County
Health Care Consumers
 $213.00 for Prosperity Gardens
These organizations are also very
grateful for your support.

Faith in Place members from C-U who attended Environment
Lobby Day in Springfield on April 21, 2016.
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United Methodist Women
farmlands of the Midwest, carrying
thousands of abandoned children
whose fates would be determined
by luck or chance. Would they be
adopted by a kind and loving family,
or would they face a childhood and
adolescence of hard labor and
servitude?

United Methodist Women’s
Spring Book Discussion
Please join us Monday, June 13th,
7:00 p.m., at Sue Kiddoo’s home for
a discussion on the book Orphan
Train by Christina Baker Kline. Cara
Gutzmer will be the facilitator for
Kline’s novel. Refreshments will be
provided.
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called
orphan trains ran regularly from the
cities of the East Coast to the

As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian
Daly was one such child, sent by rail
from New York City to an uncertain
future a world away. Returning east
later in life, Vivian leads a quiet,
peaceful existence on the coast of
Maine, the memories of her
upbringing rendered a hazy blur.
But in her attic, hidden in trunks,
are vestiges of a turbulent past.
Seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer
knows that a community-service
position helping an elderly widow
clean out her attic is the only thing
keeping her out of juvenile hall. But

as Molly helps Vivian sort through
her keepsakes and possessions, she
discovers that she and Vivian aren’t
as different as they appear. A
Penobscot Indian who has spent her
youth in and out of foster homes,
Molly is also an outsider being
raised by strangers, and she, too,
has unanswered questions about
the past. Moving between
contemporary Maine and
Depression-era Minnesota, Orphan
Train is a powerful tale of upheaval
and resilience, second chances, and
unexpected friendship.
Summer Birthday Celebration:
TBA, 2:00 p.m. At Clark-Lindsey
Village, Urbana.
End of Summer Potluck: August
22nd, 6:00 p.m. Home of Ingrid
Hutchings
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Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years
1st Sunday
Infant – 5 years

Children’s Ministry at
Wesley

Youth Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:45 – 10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
2nd – 5th Sundays: Fellowship,
scripture study and doughnuts are
always included!

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th
Sundays from 9:45 – 10:30 a.m. in
Room 127 A and B, after the
children attend the Children’s
Moment in Church with their
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m.

Our Graduates Curtis Cook, Daniel
Olsen, Kyle Fouke, Sylvia Maehr
and Zella Walden will be honored
during our first service and at
Coffee Hour.

Summer Camp
Opportunities

Children Singing in Church –
MAY 29th

SAVE THE DATE – Vacation
Bible School – JUNE 6-10th

Please bring your child(ren) to room
127 at 9:00 a.m. for a final practice
on the 29th. They will be singing,
“Praise Him, Praise Him.”

Vacation Bible School will run
Monday – Friday from 9 a.m. – 1
p.m. during the week of June 6th.
Children ages 3 years – 5th grade are
invited to VBS! Childcare for
newborn – 3 year olds is also
available if they have a sibling
participating. Non-Wesley
members are also invited!
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High School Graduates
Honored MAY 22nd

Don’t forget about all of the
wonderful summer camps that the
UMC offers! If you need another
brochure please see Ms. Rachel.
The Education Committee will
provide $100 in assistance to any
Wesley UMC child who wishes to
attend a camp.
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Announcements
Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed

Congratulations!
To Wesley members, Barbara and
Ray Norton, who celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary (4/16)
with Wesley members at Coffee
Hour on Sunday, April 17th.

From time to time the United
Methodist Women are called upon
to provide refreshments for a
funeral reception. We feel
privileged to offer this service and
are more than happy to do this for
families who are grieving for a loved
one. Unfortunately the pool of
workers we can call on has declined
in recent years.

Can you help with sound one or
more Sundays per month? Training
is available. The time commitment
is for setup, operation, and closure
for the 9:30 worship service on an
ongoing basis. We would like to
have a team so volunteers can plan
on one to two services each month.
Interested? Have questions?
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120.

So---we are compiling a list of folks
(men welcome) willing to lend a
hand at these receptions by:
 working at the event in some
capacity
 providing food
 both working and providing
food.

Thank you!
To Wesley folks for all the beautiful
cards, treats, and flowers during
Professional Administrative Week.
It is nice to be so appreciated.
Donna Giffen, Vicki Johnson &
Bonnie Taylor

Thanks!
To all who participated in the UMW
plant sale, either working or buying
or both. The amount raised, which
will be sent to Liberia for a much
needed well, was $520.00. The
UMW thanks you and we’re sure
the recipients of the well thank you
too!

What we would like to do is compile
two lists. The first would be
workers. If we get a bigger list, we
could divide the work into shifts—
set up, serve, and clean up. The
other would be a list of those willing
to provide food. This is usually
cookies/bars, vegetable trays, fruit
trays, and cheese and crackers. In
this way the work/donations could
be spread around more. We could
then rotate responsibility and not
always call on the same people.
Please see Sue Kiddoo at Coffee
Hour, call her at 367-2991 or email
her at sue.kiddoo@comcast.net.
We hope to get a good response.
We will all need this important
service at some time, unfortunately.
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Reflections
On Peace with Justice
Sunday and Disability
Awareness
Monday, May 2, 2016
by Donna Camp
Yesterday our guest preacher,
Reverend Dr. Thomas Logsdon, said
almost everyone has experience
with disability during their lifetime.
The experience could be with their
own disability or a disability of
someone they love. Dr. Logsdon
shared the story of his disabling fall
that now limits his mobility, as well
as the stories of others who serve
God while living with a disability.
The Poetry Slam readers shared
stories of individuals and families in
the Wesley community who have
been touched by disability. Inspired
by Peace with Justice Sunday, I
looked into the extent and impact
of disabilities in the U.S.
According to the Census Bureau,
nearly 1 in 5 people in the U.S. have
a disability. People over age 65 are
more likely to have a disability than
younger people. Not surprisingly,
only “41 percent of those age 21 to
64 with any disability were
employed, compared with 79
percent of those with no disability.
Along with the lower likelihood of
having a job came the higher
likelihood of experiencing persistent
poverty; that is, continuous poverty
over a 24-month period.”
This includes families where the
adults have no disability but a child
does. University of Illinois professor
Craig Gunderson studies the causes
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and consequences of food
insecurity. He says the presence of
a child with a disability greatly
increases the likelihood of food
insecurity for the family. “[We]
know that households with at least
one person with a disability are
substantially more likely to be food
insecure than other households.”
Anyone who has volunteered at
Wesley Food Pantry has met many
neighbors with disabilities. I have
vivid memories of shopping with a
blind man who felt each item before
I packed it in his bag and a deaf
woman whose face lit up when I
explained in sign language that the
two food lines were the same. At
the last Wesley food distribution I
talked with another blind man who
was picking out books for his
toddlers and a woman who had
adopted her two autistic nieces,
whose one-on-one school assistants
had been cut due to the Illinois
budget impasse.
The invisibility of intellectual
disabilities surfaced one cold
evening. A man chose his food
then stood outside asking
volunteers for a ride. They
repeatedly replied that the pantry
didn’t give rides, but he was still

standing in the cold parking lot an
hour later. Only after a long
conversation did I recognize that he
had an intellectual disability which
prevented him from solving the
problem of how to transport his
groceries (in paper bags instead of
the familiar box with handles) from
the pantry to his home by foot and
bus. Invisible. His need for help, for
accommodation, was so easy to
miss. I brought him a box and
together we made a plan for how to
request a box in the future.
I hold this memory close, giving
thanks that this man found Wesley
Food Pantry, and praying for all
whose needs, whether visible or
invisible, are ignored,
misunderstood, or marginalized.
Donna Camp is co-founder and
former director of the Wesley Food
Pantry. She now writes and teaches
at Parkland College, the University
of Illinois, and Inform & Inspire
Consulting.
Wesley Evening Food Pantry
celebrates its 10th anniversary on
the third Thursday of November
2016. Watch this space for updates
on a volunteer reunion and other
events.
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Food Pantry News
Volunteer Appreciation
Event

Updates from the Social
Service Desk
In April the Food Pantry hosted a
bustling Evening distribution as
representatives from the U of I
Tenant Union, the Champaign
County League of Women Voters,
and the Illini Medical Screening
Society conducted client outreach in
Watseka Lounge. We distributed
113 children’s books and Food

Pantry interns helped the little ones
in the Children’s Activity Center to
design their own fun and colorful
crafts. Bibles (6) and adult books
(36) were also distributed.
Finally, with many student
volunteers striving to fulfill end-ofthe-year service
requirements
and volunteering
for what could
have been the
last time before the school year
comes to a close, pantry staff
decided to take
the time to
express
gratitude for
volunteers by
offering them a special treat in the
Volunteer Room.

The annual Food Pantry Volunteer
Appreciation Event took place
earlier this month on
Reading Day, May
5th. Many of the
pantry’s most active
volunteers stopped
by to celebrate
the wonderful
achievement of
another year of
solidarity in
service to the
ChampaignUrbana
community.
The delicious waffle toppings made
for an excellent summer send-off
for student volunteers leaving right
after final exams.
Thank you to the many student and
community volunteers for all that
you’ve done to support the Food
Pantry’s mission this school year!

receive these benefits and must
come up with new ways to stretch
their finances. The Summer Food
Service Program is a governmental
program of the USDA which helps to
alleviate summer hunger by
providing free meals to low-income
children under the age of 18.
Summer meal programs throughout
the nation will be conducted at
designated sites such as the Don
Moyer Boys and Girls Club, Urbana
Middle School, and Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist Church. For
more info, please visit and share
this resource with a family in need:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/sum
mer-food-service-program-sfsp.

Thanks to ChampaignUrbana Junior Woman’s
Club!
Once again the Champaign-Urbana
Junior Woman’s Club (CUJWC) has
awarded the Wesley Food Pantry a
grant! This time, the grant is for
$650 with which to buy food. We
could not serve as many families in
need if it were not for the amazing
support of organizations such as
CUJWC. Thank you very much!

2016 so far….
Summer Hunger
During the school year the children
of low-income, food-insecure
families qualify for either free or
reduced-cost breakfast or lunch.
However, keeping food on the table
tends to create an added burden for
these families during the summer
months when they are unable to

@Wesley

@Parkland*

732 Households
3,272 Individuals
1,526 Children

648 Households
2,089 Individuals
800 Children
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Samantha Barra
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Tudor Miron
Property Manager
Richard Young
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, Mason
Driver
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

Campus Ministry

Congratulations to our Graduates!
We congratulate all of our undergrad
and grad student graduates on your
accomplishments! We recognize that
some of you will engage in work
locally or enter grad programs at the
U of I, and we look forward to your
continuing participation in our Wesley
community! We also know that some
of you will be moving to begin new
adventures in other places. We have
been blessed to have you as members
of our Wesley family and look
forward to staying connected! If you
would like to share your new contact
information, please email Pastor Julie
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) with the
details.
American Classic Movie Nights
Beginning Tuesday, June 7th, we’ll
enjoy a classic American film every
week in June and July at 7:30 p.m. in
the Wesley Theater! All Wesley
members, students, community folks,
and international friends are invited
to join us as we celebrate the best in
American cinema. It’s free, and we
provide drinks and snacks, so invite
some friends and we’ll see you there!
ESL Class and International
Coffeehouse Summer Session
The summer session for our ESL class
and International Coffeehouse will
begin Friday, June 3rd, and we invite
you to join us! The class is held every
Friday from 3:00-400 p.m. in the
conference room, followed by the
International Coffeehouse from 4:006:00 p.m. in Etc. We always welcome
anyone who would like to practice
English with others and learn about
various cultures from around the
world. Come sit where the world
gathers around your table!

Sunday, May 15th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse
(& every Sunday)
Sunday worship
Friday, June 3rd, 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Conference Room
(& every Friday in June & July)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we
practice English and learn about
American culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
(& every Friday in June & July)
International Coffeehouse International and domestic students,
along with visiting scholars and
community members, are invited to
join us for coffee, snacks and
conversation as we practice English,
make new friends and learn about
each other's cultures!
Tuesday, June 7th, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Wesley Theater
(& every Tuesday in June & July)
American Classic Movie Night – Join
us each week in the theater (upstairs
from the Etc. Coffeehouse) as we
catch a classic American movie –
snacks and drinks provided!

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

