
 

 

 Peace with Justice Sunday 
– May 1st -“Building Up the 
Body of Christ” 

10:30 a.m. Combined Service 

4th Annual Peace with Justice 
Poetry Slam and Finger-Food 
Potluck at Noon in the West 
Lounge 

Wesley UMC and the Wesley Social 
Action Ministry invite you 
to join in celebrating our 
annual Peace with Justice 
Sunday on May 1st.  This 
year our general Peace 
with Justice theme is 
“Disability Awareness: 
Accessibility and Inclusion.” 

Our guest speaker at the 
10:30 a.m. service will be 
the Reverend Dr. Thomas 
R. Logsdon, with a sermon 
on “Building Up the Body of Christ.”  
During this special combined 
service, we will celebrate 
communion together and announce 
this year’s recipients of the Jean 
Cramer-Heuerman Peace with 
Justice Award.  Following the 
service, all are welcome to gather in 
the West Lounge at noon for a light 
finger-food potluck followed by the 
Peace With Justice Poetry Slam, 
featuring poems and readings with 
a social justice theme. 

As Director of Connectional 
Ministries for the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference, Rev. Dr. Logsdon 
currently serves as “steward of the 
vision of the annual conference” 
and is responsible for ensuring (1) 
alignment of the total resources of 
that conference to its vision and 
mission and (2) connections among 
the local, district, annual 
conference, and general ministries 
for the purpose of networking, 
resourcing and communicating their 

shared ministry. 

Born and raised in 
Galesburg, Illinois, Dr. 
Logsdon received his 
License to Preach and 
began serving 
churches at the young 
age of 17.  In addition 
to pastoring over ten 
United Methodist 
Churches from 1975 to 
2014, Dr. Logsdon has 

taught multiple conference and 
jurisdictional courses of study on 
Changing the World (his most 
frequent subject), Evangelism and 
Ethics. 

You won’t want to miss his inspiring 
message! 

Following the service, all are 
welcome to gather in the West 
Lounge at noon for a light finger-
food potluck and poetry slam.  
Contributions of “finger food” to 
share are welcome.  Child care will 
be available. 

Poetry Slam Seeking Poets 
and Performers 

A poetry slam will once again be 
part of Peace With Justice Sunday 
(May 1st) and anyone interested in 
performing a poem with a social 
justice theme is invited to 
participate.  Sign up by April 25th.  
The poem need not be your own. 

This year’s Peace With Justice 
theme is “Disability Awareness:  
Accessibility and Inclusion,” and 
poems on that topic are especially 
welcome.  Other potential topics 
include – but are not limited to – 
justice issues around human rights, 
marriage equality, food, race, 
immigration, the environment, the 
economy, or the criminal justice 
system.  Family-friendly language is 
encouraged.  You can save 
organizers time by signing up online 
at http://wesleyui.org/poetryslam, 
but the Center Office also will take 
sign-ups.  We will confirm your 
place in the performance a few days 
ahead of the event. 

http://wesleyui.org/poetryslam
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Grow at Wesley

Becoming the Answers to 
Our Prayers 

Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. 
beginning April 7th 

This spring we'll learn how prayer 
and action must go together.  We'll 
explore Becoming the Answers to 
Our Prayers by Shane Claiborne and 
Jonathan Wilson Hartgrove.  This 
book's exposition of key Bible 
passages provides concrete 
examples of how a life of prayer 
fuels social engagement and the 
work of justice.  Join us for this four-
week discussion series as we 
prepare for Wesley’s annual Peace 
with Justice Sunday on May 1st. 

New Group Opportunity for 
Students 

Student Bible Study Group to meet 
on Fridays at lunch 

All students are invited to join us on 
Fridays for Bible Study and a brown 
bag lunch.  We'll be looking at Old 
Testament prophets first and then 
moving on to other subjects later in 
the semester.  We’ll meet Fridays at 
12 Noon in the Student Lounge.  
Invite a friend and join us. 

Practicing Our Faith 

Warm-up on a winter morning with 
breakfast and spiritual nourishment 
among friends!  Please join us at 
Atlanta Bread Company on 
Thursdays at 7 a.m. for discussion 
and encouragement around 
practices of our faith, inspired by 
the book Practicing Our Faith:  A 
Way of Life for a Searching People, 
edited by Dorothy C. Bass.  We'll 
wrap-up no later than 8 a.m.  
Questions?  Contact Elaine Bearden 
(elaine.bearden@gmail.com) 

 “We Shall Not Be Moved:  
Methodists Debate Race, 
Gender, and 
Homosexuality” 

Jane Ellen Nickell, active Wesley 
member from 1984-1997, will be 
back at Wesley on Sunday, April 
17th, to discuss her recent book 
tracing the history of General 
Conference discussions on issues of 
inclusion.  She notes the 
commonalities of the Methodist 
denomination’s struggles to deal 
with race, women in ministry, and 
more recently homosexuality and 
sexual identity. 
 

The Scriptural Foundations class has 
invited Jane Ellen to share an 
overview of her book on April 17th 
from 11:00-12:00 in the West 
Lounge.  All are invited to join us to 
hear this interesting presentation in 
anticipation of the upcoming 2016 
General Conference in May.  
Information about the book and a 
sample chapter may be read at 
http://wipfandstock.com/we-shall-
not-be-moved.html 
 
Jane Ellen left Wesley to complete 
her M.Div. degree at Vanderbilt 
University and then her Ph.D. at 
Drew University.  Since 2006, she 
has been teaching religious studies 
and serving as chaplain at Allegheny 
College in Meadville, Pennsylvania. 

 

mailto:elaine.bearden@gmail.com
http://wipfandstock.com/we-shall-not-be-moved.html
http://wipfandstock.com/we-shall-not-be-moved.html
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Take Action

The Green Team 

Due to retirement, graduation, and 
someone teaching a short-term 
course at the U of I every year, the 
Wesley Green Team is down to four 
members:  Charles Evans, Eleanor 
Evans, Linda Larsen (a great 
Mormon friend of Wesley), and 
Zella Walden who graduates from 
high school in May and will soon be 
off to college.  Brittany Coleman 
writes the monthly Green Team 
Recognition pieces and Jim and 
Merry Jo Fay wash the coffee cups 
after Sunday Coffee Hour.  This is 
our present team.  We need more 
help in educating our church 
members about climate change. 

The Wesley Green Team needs new 
members.  Some could meet with us 
monthly or do specific things.  For 
instance, the Wesley Recycling 
Project needs monitoring.  We also 
need someone to take the batteries, 
bulbs, and ink jet cartridges to the 
right recycling place from time to 
time.  We need someone with 
creative skills and time to keep the 
Wesley Green Team bulletin board 
up-to-date and fresh.  These 
members would be like Brittany 
Coleman, Jim Fay, and Merry Jo Fay 
in only doing a specific task.  Call 
Charles Evans at 217-840-9454 or 
email him at 
charles.eleanor@sbcglobal.net. 

The Breakfast Club 

Come join us at Atlanta Bread Co. 
on S. Neil Street Thursday mornings 
at 7:00 a.m. for discussion and 
conversation!  We will begin a new 
study on April 14th of Pope Francis's 
Laudato Si':  On Care for Our 
Common Home (the encyclical 
letter).  It can be accessed online for 
free at w2.vatican.va but is also 
available from your local library or 
bookstore, or from Kindle on 
amazon.com.  Contact Elaine with 
questions at 
elaine.bearden@gmail.com.  We'd 
love to see you!  We aim to wrap up 
by 8:00 each session. 

Easter Blessings! 

An early Easter service followed by 
a happy Easter egg hunt started our 
Easter morning in an exciting way.  
Meanwhile bunnies were busy 
preparing for our annual Easter 
breakfast.  We have so many 
helping hands preparing our egg 
casseroles, fruit and yummy breads. 
We would especially like to give a 
big hug to the people who prepared 
the egg casseroles:  Beverly Ujcich, 
Melissa Applebee, Carolyn Sands, 
Kristen Dean-Grossmann, Brenda 
Thompson, Jane McCulley, 
Charlotte Houts, Diana Herriott, Ann 
Fouke, and Jeanette Forrest.  Fred 
Neumann was our milk and juice 
contributor.  Many members also 
brought beautiful fresh fruit and 

bountiful bread to share.  Our 
breakfast was a happy and blessed 
event for all.  We want to say a 
word of thanks to our office staff for 
Spire articles, and custodians' help 
with preparing the Great Hall and 
clean-up after the event Thank-you, 
thank-you, thank you. 
 
Following the breakfast we went to 
church for a both inspiring and 
moving service with a wonderful 
sermon and beautiful music.  We 
had an outstanding attendance of 
270 people. 
 
A big thank you to Eleanor and 
Charles Evans and The Green Team 
for setting up and washing the glass 
dishes.  Also thank you to Rev. 
Miriam and Rev. Unger for giving 
directions and for blessing our meal 
and closing with prayer. 
 
Family Ministries/Discipleship  
 

mailto:charles.eleanor@sbcglobal.net
http://w2.vatican.va/
http://amazon.com/
mailto:elaine.bearden@gmail.com
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Jonestown Mission Trip 

While driving through Jonestown, 
MS you might be struck by the 
numerous homes that have burned 
down.  Our group was told fire is a 
common problem in places with a 
high density of substandard 
housing.  Carolyn Watson and the 
three grandchildren that she is 
raising lost everything in one of 
those fires.  Mission work teams 
from Wesley have been helping 
build a new home for Mrs. Watson 
since 2014. 
 
This year we were the next to last 
group to work on the home.  While 
we were framing and trimming 
windows, installing vents for the 
HVAC system, putting trim around 
the posts on the front porch, 
hanging doors and cabinets, helping 
paint boards that will be made into 
shutters and other miscellaneous 
jobs, Mrs. Watson was there every 
day cleaning the windows and 
floors, painting boards and doing 
other jobs right along with us for 

the home that she and her 
grandchildren plan to move into 
before the end of April.  Working 
with and getting to know her really 
added to the experience for our 
group this year. 
 
Our team would like to thank the 
members of Wesley for your 
prayers and financial support for 

our trip.  Your generous donations 
have helped to build Mrs. Watson a 
new home.  Some of the donations 
and the Lenten offering will also 

help build a home for the Price 
family.  Patrick and Latia Price were 
also on site with us putting in sweat 
equity hours helping to build Mrs. 
Watson’s home.  They plan to move 
into the home that is being built 
next door early in 2017.  Some of 
the money may even go to help the 

yet unnamed family who will 
receive a home in 2018 that is being 
rehabbed down the street. 
 
Each year, the members of the 
Wesley mission work team are 
touched and changed in ways that 
are hard to explain by our 
experiences in Mississippi and we 
thank you for the support that 
makes this possible.  If you would 
like to be part of this experience 
next year, the trip will be during 
spring break, March 19 – 25, 2017.  
You can talk to, call (217-344-6981) 
or e-mail (jaspurgeon@aol.com) 
John Spurgeon for details about the 
upcoming trip. 

 

Pictured left to right:  Austin McWilliams, Judith Unger, John Spurgeon, 
Mrs. Watson, Barbara Norton, Ray Norton, Skylar Lipman, and Habitat 
for Humanity employee, Mr. Lewis. 

New homeowner Mrs. Watson 
and Skylar Lipman 

Ray Norton and Mrs. Watson 

mailto:jaspurgeon@aol.com
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Green Team Recognition- 
Sheila & Phil Krein 

Phil and Sheila Krein live in a quiet, 
close-knit community just west of 
campus.  Its proximity to the 
university, Hessel Park, and area 
schools is what makes the 
neighborhood most attractive—not 
to mention the beautiful greenery 
put forth by the neighborhood park 
this time of year!  Neighborly events 
like the Easter egg hunt, 4th of July 
parade, and various other holiday 
walks are icing on top of the cake.  
 
Phil works in Electrical Engineering 
and has been studying energy ever 
since the oil crisis of ’73.  He recalls 
with little amusement the sharp 
increase in gas prices as well as the 
impossibly long lines at service 
stations all over the country.  In 
many ways the governmental 
response following the Yom Kippur 
war would form a legacy whose 
ripple effects extend through to 
present day.  
 
Having moved abroad to join the 
Peace Corps, Sheila remembers that 
year a bit differently.  However she 
sees parallels between the study of 
energy and her own field of Family 
and Consumer Sciences.  After all, 
the rise in consumerism and the 
move towards a more processed 
and packaged society obviously fits 
into a much larger conversation 
about America’s (over)consumption 
of natural resources.  “People 
wanna have everything right away,” 
she says.  
 

Sheila and Phil have lived in their 
current home for nearly 30 years.  
Like many parents they try to stay 
mindful of the thin line that exists 
when it comes to avoiding rampant 
consumerism while at the same time 
being realistic about how the need 
to drive sales has led to a general 
decrease in the quality of household 
products and goods over the years.  
Luckily programs like the EPA’s 
Energy Star Program have made it 
possible for families to more easily 
identify higher efficiency appliances 
like the refrigerator the Kreins 
currently use. 

In 2011 Phil installed solar panels on 
their home, which he says are more 
cost effective than paying for utility 
power.  Though a professional 
engineer with an extensive 
knowledge of power electronics and 
high-efficiency appliances and 
vehicles, Phil says that there are a 
variety of different ways that a 
beginner can become sensitive to 
the environment.  Sheer 

pragmatism will take one far, 
especially considering that people 
are more likely to make 
environmentally-sound choices 
when they don’t disrupt their 
normal habits too much.  Even 
young people just starting out in 
their first apartments can make the 
switch to higher-efficiency light 
bulbs, he argues.  “The payback is so 
fast.”  Paying a few more dollars 
upfront could revolutionize your 
energy bill.  Sheila adds that 
incentives like tax credits remain 
effective ways to encourage older, 
more established homeowners into 
making greener purchases for their 
household needs.  
 
Despite the politics of the day, Phil 
is prepared to go on touting the 
benefits of solar energy to all who 
will listen, believing it to be both 
“economically rational” and a 
matter of time.  They both look 
forward to one day purchasing a 
plug-in electric car for which their 
garage has already been prepared.  
 
Phil and Sheila have tried to have 
conversations with their children 
about values and spending and 
hope that they begin to realize for 
themselves the ways in which those 
topics overlap with the 
environment.  Their daughter, for 
example, surprised them the other 
day by mentioning the 
environmental costs of the popular 
coffeemakers with disposable flavor 
cups.  As it turns out, leading by 
example has proven to be at least a 
little bit effective!  
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United Methodist Women 

General Meetings with Programs: 
 May 4 
 September 7 
 October 5 
 November 2 
 December 2 

9:00 Fellowship, 9:30 Meeting 

Potluck and Book Discussion:  June 
13th.  Cara Gutzmer, Facilitator.  
Home of Sue Kiddoo. 
 

Summer Birthday Celebration:  
TBA, 2:00 p.m.  At Clark-Lindsey 
Village, Urbana. 
 

End of Summer Potluck:  TBA, 6:00 
p.m.  Home of Ingrid Hutchings 

UMW Program May 4th 

We will gather on Wednesday, May 
4th, at 9:30 a.m. in the West 
Lounge.  Meg Rauschenberger will 
present "A Heritage of Healthcare, A 
Challenge for the Church:  The 
Maternal and Child Health focus of 
UMW."  United Methodist Women 
have always been concerned for the 
health and welfare of women and 
their children and families.  Meg will 
discuss some of the many health 
issues that UMW has sought (and 
still seeks) to address.  Come ready 
to celebrate this ministry and to 
discuss what further actions we 
might consider, not only globally, 
but also within our church family 
and community. 

There will be fellowship and 
refreshments at 9:00 a.m. before 
the meeting.  All are welcome to 
attend and if childcare is needed, 
please contact Virginia Dickey at 
vdickey88@gmail.com. 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 5 years 

Complimentary Babysitting 
for Wesley Families Only 

May 7th, 4-7 p.m., Room 127 
 

Please RSVP to Rachel Maehr at 
maehr@wesleyui.org or 621-6984. 

Children’s Ministry at 
Wesley 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd-5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 

Youth Ministry at Wesley 

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room. 

2nd – 5th Sundays:  Fellowship, 
scripture study and doughnuts are 
always included! 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday, June 6th - Friday, June 10th 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. each day 
 
VBS is open to any 3 year old - 5th 
grader.  Childcare will be provided 
for infant - 3 year olds if they have 
an older sibling participating. 
 
Please see Rachel Maehr with any 
questions that you might have.

mailto:vdickey88@gmail.com
mailto:maehr@wesleyui.org
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Announcements  

Thank you 

To all church members who sent 
cards or visited me.  I really 
appreciate all of them and you 
made a difficult time more 
bearable. 
Thanks, 
Virgie Young 

Thank you 

To Wesley folks, Jesus Love, and 
APO students, who participated in 
our Spring Clean-Up Day on 
Saturday, April 2nd! 

Sympathy  

To Brenda and Morgan Lynge and 
family at the death of Brenda’s 
sister, Janet Callahan Hall on 
Wednesday, March 23rd at the age 
of 82.  She lived in Grand Island, 
Florida. 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 

Can you help with sound one or 
more Sundays per month?  Training 

is available.  The time commitment 
is for setup, operation, and closure 
for the 9:30 worship service on an 
ongoing basis.  We would like to 
have a team so volunteers can plan 
on one to two services each month.  
Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120. 
 

Wesley Handbell Choir 

Join us for the Spring Handbell 
Concert:  May 1st at 9:45 a.m. 
(before 10:30 combined worship).  

We will revisit some of our favorite 
musical selections from the last year 
and review a few new tunes as well.  

All are welcome, come when you 
can! 

An Act of Love 
Sunday, April 24th, 6 - 8 p.m. 

Faith UMC will be presenting a 
compelling documentary which 
follows Rev. Frank Schaefer as he 

was put on trial in the United 
Methodist Church for officiating his 
son’s same-sex wedding.  An Act of 
Love follows Rev. Schaefer’s journey 
from small-town minister to 
outspoken advocate and discusses 
the ongoing debate in the United 
Methodist Church over LGBTQ 
inclusion. 
 
The viewing and discussion with two 
Illinois Great Rivers General 
Conference Delegates will be held at 
Faith United Methodist Church, 1719 
South Prospect, Champaign, IL, and 
is open to the public.  Questions?   
Please call 217-359-3631. 

Annual UMW Plant Sale Set 
for May 1st! 

As you begin to spruce up your 
garden this spring, contribute any 
extra shade plants, perennials, 
veggie starts, houseplants, bulbs, 
and garden decor to the UMW's 
annual plant sale on Sunday, May 
1st!  We will again offer "Horse's 
Patootie" compost!  Preorders on 
the compost are recommended to 
ensure there will be adequate 
quantity on hand.  Call Sue Kiddoo 
at 367-2991 with preorders. 
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Reflections 

Reflections on Holy Week 
and Pantry Day 

Easter Monday, March 28, 2016 
by Donna Camp 

I love receiving communion on 
Maundy Thursday and Easter 
morning, and noticing the different 
moods only a few days apart.  
Maundy Thursday is somber.  I am 
grateful for Passover, thankful to 
participate in supper with Jesus and 
the disciples, and filled with both 
sadness and gratitude that both 
Judas and I, with all our sins, are 
welcome at the table.  Then the joy 
of Easter!  Millions of people 
around the world are breaking 
bread together, celebrating that 
death is defeated and love wins! 

Today, Easter Monday, what keeps 
coming back is Pastor Dan 
reminding us that the gifts of table, 
bread, and wine are not Wesley’s 
but God’s.  This is particularly 
important to me this year. 

Later on Sunday, I talked with my 
daughter Margaret on the phone in 
Maryland.  Not only is this her first 
Easter away from Wesley, but her 
job includes working on Sunday 
morning.  Receiving communion on 
Easter was important to her, so she 
attended a sunrise service at a 
church within walking distance—a 

church with open communion.  I am 
so thankful for that other 
congregation which welcomed a 
stranger to God’s table. 

The second reason for my 
thankfulness is that in March I 
volunteered at Wesley Evening 
Food Pantry after a year and a half 
absence.  I worked in the waiting 
area as a greeter—giving directions 
to the restroom, talking with them 
about what they like about the 
pantry (“I get to choose what food I 
want.”), and listening.  Most of the 
people who came through the 
pantry in March are people I have 
never met.  This is not a surprise, 
but perhaps more noticeable after 
my absence. 

Although very few people in the 
pantry waiting area recognized me, a 
few people did.  Let me introduce 
you to one man who has come to 
the pantry occasionally over several 
years.  He is a graduate of Urbana 
High School and a veteran, now in 
his mid-50s.  I’ve known him and his 
wife since 2008, when they first 
started coming to Wesley Evening 
Food Pantry.  They don’t come every 
month.  There were years when I 
didn’t see them at all.  They both 
have disabilities which prevent them 
from working consistently.  After 
talking for a few minutes, he says, 

“Since I last saw you,” (pointing 
to the keys clipped to his belt 
loop) “I lock the laundry room 
doors in my apartment complex 
every night.  Three of them.” 

“You have a new job?” I ask. 

“Yes!”  He said, smiling.  He 
went on to tell me how many 
washers and dryers are in each 
laundry room and which ones 
work and which don’t. 

“$35 per week!” his wife 
whispered proudly to me. 

I am humbled.  May I learn to be 
infinitely more thankful. 

I wonder if the people in the pantry 
waiting room feel like Margaret—
hoping they will find someplace 
which welcomes a stranger.  I hope 
they find gifts of God in the food 
they receive and in the people they 
meet here at Wesley Panty. 

Donna Camp is co-founder and former 
director of the Wesley Food Pantry.  She 
now writes and teaches at Parkland 
College, the University of Illinois, and 
Inform & Inspire Consulting. 

Wesley Evening Food Pantry 
celebrates its 10th anniversary on the 
third Thursday of November 2016.  
Watch this space for updates on a 
volunteer reunion and other events. 

Food Pantry News 

Updates from the Social 
Service Desk 

Last month food pantry volunteers 
distributed 127 children’s books and 
24 adult books.  Students from the 
Illini Medical Screening Society 
returned for the Evening 

distribution, providing free medical 
screenings once again to pantry 
clients in the Heritage Room.  Many 
thanks go to the volunteers of this 
campus organization for their 
valuable service over these past 
several months. 
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New Intern Profiles 

The food pantry has been 
connected with two more semester 
interns.  Belinda Nam (left) and 
Bridget Dunne (right) will help to 
manage the Social Service Desk by 
keeping track of incoming agencies, 
helping out with referrals, and 
creating fun crafts for the Children’s 
Activity Center! 
 
Belinda is a junior from Buffalo 
Grove, Illinois.  With a double major 
in English and Gender & Women’s 
Studies, she hopes to teach English 
in Korea after obtaining her degree.  
Bridget is a sophomore from 
Elmhurst, Illinois majoring in English 
with a minor in Secondary 
Education.  Bridget hopes to 
become a high school English 
teacher so that she can inspire 
students the way that her teachers 
inspired her. 

An Easter Surprise 

Thank you to the New Horizon 
Methodist Church of Champaign for 
their recent 
donation of 80 
Easter hams.  Food 
pantry staff 
received word of 
the delicious in-kind donation just in 
time to have the hams picked up 
and delivered during the March 
Evening Pantry distribution. 

This wasn’t the first time the food 
pantry accepted food donations 
from New Horizon.  Last spring the 
church donated Easter holiday 
baskets to the Parkland Pantry, 
complete with honey hams, mashed 
potatoes, corn, green beans, 
macaroni, and chocolate eggs. 

Thank you New Horizon for your 
continued support! 

Thanks to McKinley 
Presbyterian Church 

We cannot thank McKinley 
Presbyterian Church enough for 
their continued support of the 
Wesley Food Pantry.  Their 
generosity over the years has 
allowed us to feed thousands of our 
neighbors in need.  McKinley’s 
commitment to fighting food 
insecurity extends beyond Wesley 
Food Pantry, as they also co-
sponsor a food pantry at Garden 
Hills Elementary School in 
Champaign. 

 
Save the Date for McKinley’s 7th 
Annual Social Justice Awards on 
May 7, 2016. 

2016 so far…. 
 

@Wesley @Parkland* 

545 Households 
2,447 Individuals 
1,119 Children 

461 Households 
1,462 Individuals 
544 Children 

 

2015 Annual Report 
Preview 

Within the next week or two we will 
be mailing out our annual report for 
2015.  You should also be able to 
find it on our website at 
http://wesleypantry.org/news.html   
soon.  Thank you to all the donors 
and volunteers who made 2015 
possible!  As a preview, here’s the 
graphic for the amount of food that 
we distributed in 2015: 

http://wesleypantry.org/news.html
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Illinois Community & 
Campus Day of Service 

 On Saturday, April 9th, Wesley’s 
own Illini Fighting Hunger hosted 
their annual Campus Day of Service 
at Memorial Stadium, which calls on 
students, faculty, and community 
members to perform various service 
projects in solidarity against hunger 
and food insecurity.  Each year 
volunteers seek to repackage 1,000 
meals for every year  since the 
University was first chartered.  This 
is the university’s 149th anniversary.  
Volunteers on Saturday were able 
to package 145,902 meals, which 
will be donated to the Eastern 
Illinois Foodbank and distributed to 
food agencies throughout the area. 
 
In addition, volunteers also 
packaged 16,240 pounds of rice.  
The rice is being distributed to these  
various food pantries: 

 700 lbs. to Stone Creek Food 
Pantries in Urbana & Rantoul, 
with more rice to be delivered 
later as needed by the pantries 

 2,408 lbs. to Feeding Our Kids 
backpack program in Urbana 

 175 lbs. (approx.) to Newman 
Shares Food Pantry on campus 

 All the rest of the rice goes to 
Wesley Food Pantry 

 
Thank you for your service IFH!  And 
thank you especially for all of the 
rice you have donated to us!

Max Colon (near right), IFH 
Director, explains the process to 
U of I President Timothy Killeen 

(at center right) 

Moving rice around (below) 

Community members of all ages 
participated, as did students who 

represented many different countries. 
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Campus Ministry 

Pizza Lunch & Conversation 

Rev. Dr. Jane Ellen Nickell, College 
Chaplain of Allegheny College, will 
visit with students and Wesley 
members over lunch on Sunday, 
April 17th, at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Great Hall, following the 11:15 
worship service.  Dr. Nickell will 
discuss her book, We Shall Not Be 
Moved:  Methodists Debate Race, 
Gender, and Homosexuality, and 
answer questions as we share a 
meal.  Pizza will be provided for our 
main course, and we invite those 
who attend to bring a salad, 
veggies, dessert, or other side item.  
Contact Pastor Julie 
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) for 
questions or more information. 

An Act of Love – 
Documentary & 
Conversation 

Students and Wesley members are 
invited to attend a showing of the 
documentary, An Act of Love, on 
Sunday, April 24th, from 6:00-8:00 
p.m., at Faith United Methodist 
Church, 1719 South Prospect.  This 
film follows Rev. Frank Schaefer as 

he was put on trial in the United 
Methodist Church for officiating his 
son’s same-sex wedding, and 
explores the ongoing debate in the 
church over LGBTQ inclusion.  Two 
General Conference delegates, 
including Rev. Sara Isbell, will lead a 
discussion after the film.  Those 
wishing to carpool from Wesley are 
invited to meet Pastor Julie at 5:30 
p.m. in the Wesley parking lot. 

Senior Banquet 
All graduating undergrad and 
graduate students are invited to be 

our guests at the annual Senior 
Banquet, Saturday, April 30th, at 
6:00 p.m. in the West Lounge.  
We’ll recognize all students who 
have graduated/are graduating this 
year with a meal and special gift 
from Wesley.  Other students are 
also invited to join us – cost is just 
$7 per person.  RSVP to Pastor Julie 
by Wednesday, April 27th 
(jdowler@wesleyui.org). 

Finals Stressbusters 

Students are invited to join us each 
night during finals week, May 9-12 
(Monday – Thursday), to take a 
break and de-stress during our finals 
stressbusters!  We’ll gather in the 
Etc. Coffeehouse each evening for 
food, games, movies and more!  
Invite some friends and join us 
anytime between 8:00-10:00 p.m.!   
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Campus Ministry 
Sunday, April 17th 

9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & 
Great Hall (& every Sunday) 

Sunday worship 
 

12:30 p.m., Great Hall 
Potluck lunch and conversation with 
Rev. Dr. Jane Ellen Nickell, author of We 
Shall Not Be Moved:  Methodists 
Debate Race, Gender & Homosexuality. 
 

Tuesday, April 19th, 8:30-10:00 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& every Tuesday) 

Grad Student Book Study - Graduate 
students from all disciplines are invited 
to participate in our weekly book study.  
Questions?  Email Michael Drummond 
at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   
 

Wednesday, April 20th, 8:15 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every 
Wednesday) 

Midweek Connection – Students are 
invited to join us for a meal and 
conversation as we catch up with one 
another and enjoy dinner together. 
 

9:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (& 
every Wednesday) 

Midweek Worship - Our student-led 
worship is a time of informal worship 
in the Student Lounge, and includes 
communion.  It's a great way to find 
encouragement and support to get 
you through the rest of the week! 
 

Thursday, April 21st, 7:00 p.m. 
Wesley Theater (& every Thursday) 

Classic Movie Night – Join us each week 
in the theater as we catch a classic flick 
– snacks and drinks provided! 
 

Friday, April 22, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
Conference Room (& every Friday) 

ESL Class - We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we 
practice English and learn about 
American culture. 
 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday) 

International Coffeehouse - 
International and domestic students, 
along with visiting scholars and 

 

Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
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community members, are invited to 
join us for coffee, snacks and 
conversation as we practice English, 
make new friends & learn about each 
other's cultures! 
 

Sunday, April 24th, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Wesley Parking Lot/Faith UMC 

Viewing of the film, An Act of Love, a 
documentary about a United 
Methodist minister put on trial for 
officiating his son’s same-sex 
wedding, and a conversation with 
General Conference delegates.  We’ll 
carpool from Wesley to Faith UMC for 
the evening. 
 

Saturday, April 30th, 6:00 p.m. 
West Lounge 

Senior Banquet for graduating 
undergraduate and graduate 
students.  RSVP to Pastor Julie 
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) by April 27th. 
 

Sunday, May 1st, 10:30 a.m. 
Sanctuary 

Peace with Justice Sunday combined 
worship service, followed by a potluck 
lunch and poetry slam in the Great 
Hall at noon. 
 

Wednesday, May 4th, Wesley Theater 
Last Day of Classes Movie Marathon – 
join us for an all-night movie fest & 
early breakfast in the Etc. Coffeehouse! 
 

Friday, May 6th – 13th, all day 
U of I Finals Week – Wesley will 
provide free snacks every day in the 
Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge 
to help keep students nourished and 
energized for studying, writing and 
testing – good luck! 
 

 
 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 
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