
 

 

Good Friday Service 
March 25th 

7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

Cecil B. DeMille’s 1928 silent film 
“The King of Kings” was the first full 
length film to bring the life of Jesus 
to the silver screen.  Traditionally 
accompanied by theater organ, this 
film classic will be shown on Good 
Friday, March 25th at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  Pastor Dan King 

Crede will provide the organ 
accompaniment for this shortened 
version of the film, beginning with 
the Last Supper and concluding with 

the Resurrection, which is the film’s 
original ending.  The black and 
white images transform into color 
at the Resurrection. 
 

While not a traditional Good Friday 
service, you will hopefully find the 
service meaningful. 
 

The use of the Skinner organ is one 
of several planned events 
celebrating the 90th year of this 
magnificent pipe organ.

 

You are Invited to Celebrate 
Easter at Wesley 

There will be special events for the 
whole family on…. 

Sunday, March 27th 
Sonrise Service at 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead by gathering at 
a special Sonrise Service of Worship 
in Watseka Lounge.  The short 
service will include Easter hymns, a 
short message and special music 
provided by the children and youth 
of Wesley.  Come and celebrate the 
Resurrection with us!  

Easter Egg Hunt for Children 
at 8:30 a.m. 

All children are invited to 
participate in our annual Easter Egg 
Hunts in the Watseka and West 
Lounges, depending upon their age. 
 

Easter Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 

Bring a breakfast dish to share and 
join us in the Great Hall for a lovely 
breakfast before the Easter Service 
begins.  The fellowship is wonderful 
and we have a great reason to 
gather and celebrate.  The Family 
Ministries Committee provides egg 
casseroles.  Invite a friend! 

Easter Worship Service 
(Combined) at 10:30 a.m. 

On Easter Sunday morning both our 
Traditional and Contemporary 
Services combine for a celebratory 
service with brass, organ, choir, and 
praise band music leading the 
congregation in celebrating Christ's 
Resurrection from the dead.  Join us 
on Easter Sunday and invite a friend 
to join you! 
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Lenten Offering Revised  

There’s been a change in plan for 
this year’s Lenten Offering.  The 
Social Action Ministry team 
announced in the February Spire 
that this year’s two recipients would 
be Habitat for Humanity in 
Jonestown, Miss., to which Wesley 
sends a work team each spring 
break, and Imagine No Malaria, the 
United Methodist effort to help 
eradicate that disease. 
 
We are switching the international 
recipient, however, to Africa 
University and its scholarship fund, 
in order to assist with a $3,000 
commitment made by Wesley’s 
Church Council last May.  We 
apologize for any confusion.  The 
Center Office will follow up with 
anyone making a donation before 
the March 13th service. 

The Jonestown Habitat provides 
decent affordable housing for 
residents of the Mississippi Delta, 
one of the poorest areas of the 
country.  In doing so, it helps to 
change lives.  Homeowners put in 
500 hours of sweat equity on the 
construction of their homes, giving 

them a sense of accomplishment 
and pride that has lifelong lasting 
effects.  They also pay back the cost 
of their homes.  The money 
donated in the offering will go 
directly to the Jonestown Habitat to 
support home building. 

Africa University, based in 
Zimbabwe, has been supported by 
Wesley for many years.   
Enrollment at the United 
Methodist-related institution is at 
an all-time high, with over 1,600 
students attending from 23 
different African countries.  Money 
donated in the Lenten Offering will 
support an endowment fund for 
student scholarships, part of the 
Making Dreams Possible Campaign 
initiated by the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.  More information can 
be found at igrc.org/africau. 
 
The Social Action Ministry team asks 
you to prayerfully consider making a 
special offering this Lenten Season 
to support these worthwhile causes.  
Donations will be split equally 
between the two.  Checks may be 
made out to Wesley UMC and 
designated for the Lenten Offering. 

You are invited to help 
decorate our Sanctuary 
with Easter lilies by 
contributing to the Wesley 
Floral Fund. 

Lilies are being offered at a cost of 
$15 each, although you may 
contribute more if you wish.  Money 
raised over the cost of the lilies will 
help decorate the Sanctuary 
throughout the year.  Please 
consider contributing, especially in 
Honor or Memory of someone 
special to you. 
 
Once you decide on the amount of 
your contribution, please make 
checks payable to Wesley UMC with 
“Floral Fund” in the memo section. 
 
To have the names listed in the 
Easter Sunday bulletin, please fill 
out and place the Easter lily form in 
the offering plate (or bring it to the 
Center Office), along with your 
check by Palm Sunday, March 20th. 
 
Lilies may be taken home following 
the 10:30 a.m. service on Easter 
Sunday.  Any lilies remaining will be 
taken to our members unable to 
attend the services.  Thank you for 
helping to make our beautiful 
sanctuary even more so on special 
occasions! 
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Grow at Wesley 

Becoming the Answers to 
Our Prayers  

on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m., 
beginning April 7th 

This spring we'll learn how prayer 
and action must go together.  We'll 
explore Becoming the Answers to 
Our Prayers by Shane Claiborne and 

Jonathan Wilson Hartgrove.  This 
book's exposition of key Bible 
passages provides concrete 
examples of how a life of prayer 
fuels social engagement and the 
work of justice.  Join us for this four-
week discussion series as we 
prepare for Wesley’s annual Peace 
with Justice Sunday in May. 

New Group Opportunity for 
Students 

Student Bible Study Group to meet 
on Fridays at lunch 

All students are invited to join us on 
Fridays for Bible Study and a brown 
bag lunch.  We'll be looking at Old 
Testament prophets first and then 
moving on to other subjects later in 

the semester.  We’ll meet Fridays at 
12 Noon in the Student Lounge.  
Invite a friend and join us. 

Practicing Our Faith 

Warm-up on a winter morning with 
breakfast and spiritual nourishment 
among friends!  Please join us at 
Atlanta Bread Company on 
Thursdays at 7 a.m. for discussion 
and encouragement around 
practices of our faith, inspired by 
the book Practicing Our Faith:  A 
Way of Life for a Searching People, 
edited by Dorothy C. Bass.  We'll 
wrap-up no later than 8 a.m.  
Questions?  Contact Elaine Bearden 
(elaine.bearden@gmail.com) 

Take Action 

Nominations for 2016 Peace 
with Justice Award – 
Deadline April 3rd 

The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace 
with Justice Award was established 
at Wesley in 1999 to honor our 
former senior pastor’s legacy by 
recognizing those in our Wesley 
community who incorporate social 
justice in their spiritual disciplines, 
and to encourage others to “go and 
do likewise.” 

Acts of justice are those actions that 
seek to reform inequitable social 
systems that cause pain and 
suffering to marginalized 
individuals.  The acts that previous 
honorees have engaged in include 
lobbying legislative bodies to act on 
issues of environmental or social 

concern, leading people to 
action against social injustice 
and representing the 
marginalized in forums where 
their voices are often ignored. 

The Wesley Social Action 
Ministry encourages you to 
nominate members, students 
or friends of Wesley for the 
2016 Peace with Justice 
Award.  The deadline for 
nominations is Sunday, April 
3rd. You can nominate 
someone for the award 
through an online form 
(wesleyui.org/PWJaward), 
which provides extensive 
space for describing the 
nominee’s social justice 
activities.  Paper forms also 
are being inserted in Sunday 

bulletins and are available in the 
Center Office. 

Recipients of this year’s Award 
will be recognized on Peace with 
Justice Sunday (May 1st).  Special 
activities planned for that Sunday 
include an inspiring speaker, a 
finger-foods potluck and poetry 
slam.  Additional details will be 
announced soon. 

 

mailto:elaine.bearden@gmail.com
http://wesleyui.org/PWJaward
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Chuck and Annette Lansford 
– Green Team Recognition 

If there’s one notion that Chuck and 
Annette Lansford would like to do 
away with, it is the idea that 
environmentalism is some radical, 
new movement.  After all, by the 
turn of the last century, President 
Theodore Roosevelt had already 
begun to publicly support national 
conservation efforts. 
 
As for Chuck, he got his start at 
age 8, rising through the ranks 
as a Cub Scout and Boy Scout, 
participating in erosion 
prevention programs, and even 
volunteering on the weekends 
to reforest the area 
surrounding the camp grounds.  
“Even though it was a long time 
ago, there was a lot of interest 
in environmental things,” he 
mentions, “more so than what 
people think.” 
 
Annette wholeheartedly agrees 
with that assertion.  She remembers 
being a teenager during a time when 
many people wouldn’t think twice 
about throwing litter from their cars. 
“It was awful,” she says about the 
pollution that plagued American 
highways and streets before the No 
Litter laws were enacted. 
 
As it turns out, ticketing and fining 
motorists for excessive littering 
made a world of difference, and 
proved highly effective in helping to 
mold the surge in environmental 
enthusiasm as we now know it. 
 
It’s certainly had an impact on Chuck 
and Annette’s own green initiatives.  
The couple recycles used household 
materials weekly, tries to buy locally-
grown food items when possible, 
and opts for paper instead of plastic 
sacks at the grocery store.  In the 

summer they maintain a small 
garden with their neighbor, which is 
filled with delicious strawberries, 
tomatoes, peppers, parsley, and 
cucumbers.  They also employ the 
use of a high-efficiency furnace and 
air conditioner in their home. 
 
For Chuck and Annette, the greatest 
takeaway when it comes to the 
environment is in implementing 

positive long-term lifestyle changes 
for future generations.  “We only 
have one Earth, and it’s a limited 
resource,” Chuck says. 
 
It’s also important to not lose sight 
of the many great strides we’ve 
made in the past few decades.  
Annette cites the marked decrease 
in air and ground pollution as 
positive effects of the public health 
campaign against smoking 
cigarettes.  “That’s been a really 
positive thing that’s happened.” 
 
She also suggests piggybacking off 
of the environmentalist momentum 
in order to educate a new 
generation of children.  She 
respects the work of organizations 
like the Champaign County Master 
Gardner Program, which has a 
number of community gardens — 

including one at the Juvenile 
Detention Center which uses hands-
on learning to expose children to 
the principles of gardening.  She 
also takes pleasure in distributing 
used children’s books to kids in the 
waiting room of the Wesley Evening 
Food Pantry because it shows them 
that used, unwanted items can still 
be given new life and renewed 
purpose elsewhere instead of just 

being thrown out. 
 
Meanwhile Chuck has been a 
member of several prominent 
environmental groups, 
including the Sierra Club, the 
Wilderness Society, and, more 
recently, Prairie Rivers — a 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to reducing water 
pollution in the rivers and 
lakes of Illinois. 
 
Though Chuck and Annette 
joke about being perfect 
specimens, they realize that 
there is always room for 

improvement.  Annette would like 
to walk more, which would save 
gas, and which would also be 
advantageous for her overall health.  
Chuck admits that while he hasn’t 
gotten any closer to figuring out 
how to teleport like the wizards in 
Harry Potter, he has resolved to use 
public transportation more when 
he’s on campus. 
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25th Annual C-U CROP Walk 
on April 10th at 2 p.m.:  Let’s 
Raise $4,500 to Alleviate 
Poverty Worldwide 
 

CROP Walk, an approximate six-mile 
walk, raises money to fund efforts 
to alleviate poverty worldwide.  
Champaign Urbana is celebrating 
our 25th local benefit walk!  This 
year’s walk – on Sunday, April 10, 
2016 at 2 p.m. – will cover southern 
Champaign, originating with Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
 
Wesley's team needs your support 
to reach this year's goal of $4,500.  
(The total goal for Champaign-
Urbana is $36,000.)  There are four 
ways you can make a difference:  

 join the team to raise money 
and walk on April 10th; 

 donate to sponsor a member 
of our team; 

 volunteer to be a crossing 
guard or host at one of the rest 
stops; and 

 pray for Wesley Walkers, those 
working locally and globally to 
alleviate poverty, and those 
living in poverty. 

 
Look for the CROP Walk table at 
Wesley on Sunday mornings 

beginning March 13th or contact 
Anthony Stauder 
(aestauder@gmail.com) to sign up 
to walk, donate, or get more 
information.  We also welcome 
walker registration and donations 
online at 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
champaignil/wesleyui. 
 
A quarter of all the funds raised will 
be split between four local 
organizations:  Wesley Food Pantry, 
Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Eastern 
Illinois Food Bank, and TIMES Center. 
 
Three quarters of all funds raised 
will go to Church World Service’s 
work worldwide.  Church World 
Service (CWS) – celebrating its 70th 
birthday this year! – is an 
ecumenical organization that 
responds to natural disaster and 
works to alleviate poverty. 
 
For example, CWS is working to 
improve school attendance in 
Kenya, Burundi, Mozambique, and 
Liberia through its School Safe 
Zones program.  Life skills programs, 
structural improvements, teacher 
development, nutrition, and 
mentorship are components of the 
program, depending on the needs 
of a particular school.  Through a 

partnership in Kenya, classrooms 
replaced open-air learning; water 
filtration provides clean water for 
cooking and drinking; and separate 
restroom facilities for boys and girls 
increased enrollment of girls.  Learn 
more about this and other projects 
through the Church World Service 
YouTube Channel 
(http://www.youtube.com/user/Ch
urchWorldService). 

Wesley UMC, Foundation, 
and Student Center 
LIBRARY 

Don Houts is overseeing UIUC 
Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science student and 
Wesley volunteer librarian Paul 
Wheelhouse, who in turn now seeks 
a few more volunteers in two areas:  
Library Committee restart, and a 
couple volunteers to inventory the 
whole collection.  You can volunteer 
for either one or both if you like. 
 
In regard to doing inventory, he 
would like to do it all in one week 
(e.g. a couple afternoons).  New 
committee members could assist 
with cataloging uncataloged books, 
organizing, and perhaps making 
some adjustments.  Input from 
members from the Sunday classes 
that are held in the Conference 
Room and Room 210 (or even other 
adult classes) is very welcome.  To 
volunteer or give feedback, contact 
the Center Office.  You can also 
email Paul at 
pwheelhouse8@gmail.com 

mailto:aestauder@gmail.com
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/champaignil/wesleyui
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/champaignil/wesleyui
http://www.youtube.com/user/ChurchWorldService
http://www.youtube.com/user/ChurchWorldService
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Wesley Chinese Ministry 

This year the Wesley Chinese 
Ministry celebrated the Chinese 
Lantern Festival on Feb 20th in the 
Watseka Lounge.  There were over 
130 Chinese who participated.  
Afterwards participants 
demonstrated Chinese folk music 
and dancing in the Sanctuary from 
8-9 p.m., including a Chinese-style 
dress show. 

April 3rd at Sunday School 

The Wesley Chinese ministry group 
will get together with Champaign 
First United Methodist folks for an 
American-Chinese Cultural 
Comparison Lunch.  We will discuss 
the differences of the two cultures 
in the aspects of: 

1) the traditions of giving birth 
and of funerals 

2) hospitality 
3) politeness in social activity 
4) values 
5) religion 

.   
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United Methodist Women 

Join us on Wednesday, 
March 16th, 1:30 p.m. at 
Barnes and Noble! 

All are welcome to join the UMW 
Martha and Mary Circle as they 
begin reading and discussing 
Reluctant Pilgrim:  A Moody, 
Somewhat Self-Indulgent 
Introvert’s Search for Spiritual 
Community by Enuma Okoro.  
Okoro says:  “In writing Reluctant 
Pilgrim I wanted to tell the truth as I 
knew it, that the haunting and the 
searching for God so often feels like 
a game of hide and seek and 
sometimes it is difficult to tell who 
is doing the hiding or the seeking.”  
Enuma Okoro is a Nigerian-raised 
author who grew up alternatively in 
the Anglican and Catholic traditions, 
and yet she never quite found a 
spiritual home of her own.  
www.meetup.com/Emerging-
Christianity-Conversation 

UMW April 6th Program 

We will gather on Wednesday, 
April 6th, at 9:30 a.m. in the West 
Lounge.  Susan George and Katie 
Thomas will be presenting a 
program on the Bottom Line Diaper 
Bank in Champaign.  There will be 
fellowship and snacks at 9:00 a.m. 
before the meeting.  All are 
welcome to attend and if childcare 
is needed, please contact Virginia 
Dickey at vdickey88@gmail.com 

Get Involved! 

General Meetings with Programs: 
 April 6 
 May 4 
 September 7 
 October 5 
 November 2 
 December 2. 

9:00 Fellowship, 9:30 Meeting 
 
Potluck and Book Discussion:  June 
13th.  Cara Gutzmer, Facilitator.  
Home of Sue Kiddoo. 
 
Summer Birthday Celebration:  
TBA, 2:00 p.m.  At Clark-Lindsey 
Village, Urbana. 

End of Summer Potluck:  TBA, 6:00 
p.m.  Home of Ingrid Hutchings 
 

Book Discussion and Desserts:  
October 3rd, 7:00 p.m.  Home of 
Judith Unger 
 
Wesley Fall Seminar “Global 
Movement”:  October 9th, TBA. 
 
Wesley Stitchers:  meets 2nd 
Tuesday of the month, 9:30 a.m., 
Conference Room.  Kristen Dean-
Grossmann, contact. 
 
Monday Book Group meets at 
10:30 a.m., Conference Room.  
Jeanette Forrest, contact. 

Mary/Martha Book Group meets  
3rd Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. at, 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers.  
Mariella Lansford, contact. 
 
Wescare, a group that visits shut-ins 
and others, meets as needed, 2nd 
Friday of the month at 10:15 a.m., 
Conference Room.  Contact Meg 
Rauschenberger for more 
information. 
 
Additional information is available 
in the UMW 2016 “handbook.”  One 
is available to anyone interested in 
UMW activities.  Email Bev Ujcich. 
bevujcici@gmail.com.   
 

http://www.meetup.com/Emerging-Christianity-Conversation
http://www.meetup.com/Emerging-Christianity-Conversation
mailto:vdickey88@gmail.com
mailto:bevujcici@gmail.com
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Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 5 years 

Complimentary Babysitting 
for Wesley Families 

March 12th, 4-7 p.m., Room 127 
May 7th, 4-7 p.m., Room 127 
 

Contact Virgina Dickey at 
vdickey88@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministry at 
Wesley 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd-5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 

Easter, Sunday, March 27th 

The children will be singing during 
the Sonrise Service. An Easter Egg 
Hunt will follow.  There is no Sunday 
School that day.  Childcare will be 
provided for children ages newborn 
– 3rd grade. 

Lenten Offering 
The Pre-K through 5th grade classes 
have decided to save their Sunday 
School offering to purchase a goat 
through the Heifer Project 
International.  It costs about $120 to 
purchase a goat.  They will keep 
saving their offering until they can 
purchase the goat.  Thank you in 
advance for your help with this! 

Youth Ministry at Wesley 

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room. 

2nd – 5th Sundays:  Fellowship, 
scripture study and doughnuts are 
always included! 

Trivia Night for 
High School - Adults 
April 9th, 5-8 p.m. 

Come join us for a fun evening of 
playing in a trivia contest for high 
school age – adult.  A complimentary 
dinner will be provided.  Childcare 
will also be provided. 

mailto:vdickey88@gmail.com
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The United Methodist Church General Conference 2016 

Early in March, forty Wesley 
members and friends gathered to 
hear Reverend Sara Isbell give an 
introduction to the United 
Methodist General Conference, 
gathering for its quadrennial 
meeting May 10-20, 2016 in 
Portland Oregon. 
 
Sara ended her presentation with a 
request for prayers to help support 
her and the other 850+ delegates, 
bishops, and other church leaders 
who will gather to listen to one 
another, discern God’s will for the 
United Methodist Church, and to 
make decisions that will guide 
United Methodists around the 
world in fulfilling our purpose. 

You are invited to join the General 
Conference Prayer Community at 
www.60daysofprayer.org.  At the 
website, you will find 60 Days of 
Prayer, a prayer book of daily 
meditations prepared by The Upper 
Room and based on the themes of 
General Conference.  You can 
download a free PDF or sign-up to 
receive a daily email or text prayer.  
The meditations start on March 31st 
and go through May 29th.  There’s 
also an interactive prayer wall, 
resources for prayer vigils, and 
more at the website. 
 
We thank Sara for sharing her 
expertise and offering us ways to 

support this important event in the 
life of the global church. 
 
To learn more about General 
Conference, see General 
Conference Guide:  
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website
_Properties/general-
conference/2016/documents/gc201
6-guide.pdf 
 
Live Stream May 10-20:  
umc.org/gc2016 
 
Facebook/Twitter:  #UMCGC 
 
Free online course:  
http://www.umcom.org/learn/expl
oring-general-conference 

 

Announcements  

Dear Wesley Family, 

Finishing my PhD in mid-January 
and starting my new job mid-
February in Princeton, NJ did not 
leave me nearly enough time for 
proper good-byes.  Now that the 
excitement is settling down I’m 
finding myself homesick for Wesley.  
I’m sure I won’t be able to find a 
replacement here.  But, I’ll consider 
myself lucky if I can find a church 
that can provide half of the love, 
support, and growth opportunities I 
found with you all. 
 
I felt especially showered with love 
and prayers during coffee hour and 

then at my send-off blessing on 
January 31st at the 11:15 service.  I 
can’t possibly express how much that 
meant to me.  I’ll give the office all 
my new contact information so we 
can stay connected in whatever ways 
possible and promise to make sure all 
my visits back to Urbana include a 
Sunday morning visit to Wesley. 
 
~Allie Jones 

Sympathy 

To Lois Brighton and family at the 
death of her husband and long-time 
Wesley member, Gerald D. 
Brighton, on Saturday, February 13th 

at the age of 95.  There will be a 
Memorial Service scheduled for 
later in the spring. 

 

Sympathy  

To Arnetta Rodgers and family at 
the death of her husband and long-

http://www.60daysofprayer.org/
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/documents/gc2016-guide.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/documents/gc2016-guide.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/documents/gc2016-guide.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/documents/gc2016-guide.pdf
http://umc.org/gc2016
http://www.umcom.org/learn/exploring-general-conference
http://www.umcom.org/learn/exploring-general-conference
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time Wesley member, Fredrick A. 
Rodgers on Tuesday, February 16th 
at the age of 77.  He lived in Winter 
Park, Florida.  A Memorial Service 
was held on Saturday, March 12th at 
2:00 p.m. in the Wesley Sanctuary. 

Sympathy 

To Rev. Don Graham and family at 
the death of his wife, Francis, on 
Friday, February 19th.  She lived in 
Savoy, Illinois. 

Sympathy 

To Bob Bender and family at the 
death of his wife and long-time 
Wesley member, Ann, on 
Wednesday, March 9th at the age of 
77.  A Memorial Service was held on 
Tuesday, March 15th at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Wesley Sanctuary. 

Congratulations! 

To Colin and Kristin Taylor at the 
birth of their son, Franklin Hughes 
Taylor on Sunday, February 28th.  
Frankie weighed 8 lbs. 4 oz.  The 
family lives in Chicago.  Proud 
grandparents are Barbara Hughes 
and John Taylor. 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 

Can you help with sound one or 
more Sundays per month?  Training 
is available.  The time commitment 

is for setup, operation, and closure 
for the 9:30 worship service on an 
ongoing basis.  We would like to 
have a team so volunteers can plan 
on one to two services each month.  
Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120. 

King Arthur Opera 

Friday, March 18th at 7:30 p.m., 
Great Hall 

A comic retelling of the eternal 
struggle between good and evil in 
love and war, featuring the music of 
composer Henry Purcell.  Produced 
and directed by La Nuova Aurora 
Opera, a student-run opera 
company which promotes 
professional level musicianship, and 
which features musicians from the 
Wesley Chancel Choir.  Half of all 
proceeds from entry donations will 
be given to the Wesley Food 
Pantry.  We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 
Susan Bywaters 
Wesley Soloist 

Spring Yard Clean Up 
April 2nd 

Please join us for Wesley’s Spring 
Yard Clean-up on Saturday, April 2nd 
from 9:00 a.m. – Noon.  Please 
bring rakes and work gloves if you 
have them. 

Wesley Handbell Choir 

Would you like to try your hand at 
ringing bells?  The handbell choir is 
always looking for new members to 
join in the ringing.  If you are 
interested in joining, contact 
Morgan Boes, 
handbells@wesleyui.org.  We 
rehearse once per week on 
Wednesday evenings, and usually 
play in the 9:30 a.m. worship service 
once per month. 

Annual UMW Plant Sale Set 
for May 1st! 

As you begin to spruce up your 
garden this spring, contribute any 
extra shade plants, perennials, 
veggie starts, houseplants, bulbs, 
and garden decor to the UMW's 
annual plant sale on Sunday, May 
1st!  We will again offer "Horse's 
Patootie" compost!  Preorders on 
the compost are recommended to 
insure there will be adequate 
quantity on hand.  Call Sue Kiddoo 
at 367-2991 with preorders. 

 

mailto:handbells@wesleyui.org
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Thank you! 

I want to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to Wesley pastors and 
friends for all your prayers of 
healing, words of encouragement 
and caring, and assistance during 
my recovery from the accident in 
August when I shattered my elbow.  
It meant a great deal to me to know 
that you were there for me and still 
are during this long ordeal.  I am 
grateful that the breaks have healed 
well, but I am still in therapy to 

recover as much mobility as 
possible to my arm.  And, I continue 
to deal with the effects and now 
after effects of the pain medicine 
which has been very difficult for me 
to tolerate.  I was fortunate enough 
to be able to retire the end of 
January so I can concentrate on my 
recovery, but this is also a big life 
change on top of the injury, so my 
challenges continue.  I want you all 
to know how much I appreciate 

Wesley support on this journey back 
to health with me. 

Blessings, Libby Johnston 

 
 

 

Food Pantry News 

New Website Launch! 

This month the Food Pantry proudly 
unveils its new website!  The 
www.wesleypantry.org site has a 
new look and feel after students 
from Parkland College’s “Graphic 
Design for the Web” course took on 
the Wesley Food Pantry as their fall 
semester client, engaging in a little 
friendly competition to discover 
which web design would more 
closely align with Food Pantry goals 
and objectives.  Over the course of 

the semester-long class, Graphic 
Design instructor Paul Young 
introduced students to digital 
design tools like Photoshop and 
Dreamweaver.  Students also 

learned to customize their own 
Bootstrap templates. 
 
Jordan Bidner, Food Pantry website 
designer and winner of the 
classroom competition, says that his 
main approach with the new 
website was to create something 

“warm and 
friendly” by 
playing with the 
calm and inviting 
blues already 
found in the 
pantry’s logo.  The 

new site is also pretty user-friendly 
as well.  For example, Jordan 
decided to set a theme for each 
page and to create a fixed 
navigation bar that moves down the 
page with you as you scroll, which 
makes it easier than ever to learn 
more about volunteering or 
donating to the Food Pantry! 
 
Having recently obtained his 
Graphic Design Associate’s degree, 
Jordan has spent the last several 
weeks ironing out website kinks just 
in time for the spring launch.  After 
the completion of this project he 

looks forward to further building his 
portfolio and entering the 
workforce. 

Updates from the Social 
Service Desk 

The Food Pantry once again 
welcomed students and particpants 
from U of I’s Vida Allegre, a 10-week 
group therapy outreach program 
that targets Spanish-speaking 
mothers.  The program, founded in 
2009 by Associate Professor Lissette 
Piedra, pairs newly-immigrant Latino 
mothers with bilingual Social Work 
students to address maternal 
depression.  The Wesley Church has 
served as a safe meeting space for 
students and particpants to interact. 
 
Rachel Buchler, the Food Pantry’s 
community liaison from the Eastern 
Illinois Foodbank, performed 
volunteer outreach in the waiting 
area, keeping clients abreast of the 
latest info on the USDA’s 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), which allows low-
income families at risk of food 
insecurity to purchase grocery items. 

http://www.wesleypantry.org/
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The Children’s Activity Center 
distributed 113 children’s books 
while 6 Bibles and 59 books for 
adults were also distributed from 
the Resource Area. 
 
Students from the Illini Medical 
Screening Society were also in 
attendance at last month’s Evening 
distribution, providing free medical 
screenings to 6 Food Pantry clients 
in the Heritage Room. 

New Intern Profiles 

Meet Claire Witkovich, a 
sophomore in Advertising.  This 
semester Claire will complete 
service learning with the Food 
Pantry as the Social Media Intern.  

Claire’s career 
goals include doing 
account 
management for a 
New York or 
Chicago-based 
agency before 

eventually making the transition to 
client side marketing with a well-
known cosmetic brand.  Claire is 
looking forward to spreading 
Wesley’s mission and engaging with 
the community about issues of 
hunger and poverty. 
 
Connor Anderson is the Food 
Pantry’s new accounting intern.  He 
is a university junior with a major in 
Accounting.  Connor 
plans to obtain his 
Master’s degree from 
the university before 
becoming a Certified 
Public Accountant.  
Connor is originally 
from Braidwood, Illinois, a small 
town about two hours north of 
Champaign near the Kankakee area. 
 
Diana (top left) is a UIUC 
sophomore majoring in Advertising 

with a focus on Creative Direction.  
She has a passion for vintage 
apparel and thrift shopping and is 
working toward a career goal that 
involves creating her own brand for 
a resale clothing boutique.  Rachel 
Magnus (right) is a junior from 
Deerfield, Illinois majoring in 
Advertising with a minor in 
Informatics.  She one day hopes to 
pursue a career in the advertising 
industry with a focus on strategy or 
research.  Both Diana and Rachel 
are looking forward to planning a 
Volunteer Appreciation Event for 
the Wesley Food Pantry. 

Parkland Pantry News 

Marietta Turner, Dean of Students 
at Parkland College, was recently 
awarded the Champaign County 
Innovation in Engagement Award 
for her involvement in the planning 
and collaboration that kick-started 
the Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland 
College.  Dean Turner, thank you for 
all that you do! 
 
The Parkland Pantry is now open 
EVERY Wednesday from 11-1 p.m. 
and every 1st and 3rd Saturday from 
10 a.m.-12 p.m.  Visit 
signupgenius.com/go/9040445ADA
D229-volunteer13 for more info on 
volunteering at the Parkland Pantry! 

Volunteer Shout-outs! 

Many who attended February’s 
Evening Pantry distribution noticed 
a long line snaking from the 
beginning of the food line all the 
way back to the Center Office.  
Eager volunteers like the students 
from the Intensive English Institute 
(top) and the Sigma Iota Alpha 
sorority (below) helped to make 
that possible.  Thank you to all of 
the amazing volunteers who 
showed up to support Food Pantry 
clients last month! 

Bergner’s Update 
The Food Pantry would like to 
extend its deepest gratitude to the 
Bergner’s / Bon-ton Family for its 
dedication in supporting local 
charities and communities , as well 

as to the volunteers, 
church, and 
community 
members who 
participated in last 
month’s Community 

Days sale.  The Pantry raised $391 in 
booklet sales and is expected to 
receive even more from in-store 
booklet sales by the sales associates 
since we sold over 75 booklets.  
Thank you all who bought a booklet 
or two (or more)!   
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empty tomb Repackaging 

empty tomb, a local Christian-based 
organization, assists low-income 
residents by providing donated 
food, clothing, furniture, and other 
goods and services to those who 
need them the most.  Last month 
the Food Pantry called on donors 
and volunteers to support empty 
tomb with its Mega Work-A-Thon. 
 

Many answered the call by making 
donations and assisting with the rice 
repackaging that took place on 
February 23rd in the Great Hall.  
With $808 raised and rice expenses 
expected at just over $500, the 
Food Pantry has exceeded its goal!  
Excess funds will be redirected to 
empty tomb.  Thank you to 
everyone for supporting this worthy 
and noble cause! 

2016 so far…. 
*Food distribution at the Parkland 
Pantry was suspended on February 
24th due to severe weather. 
 

@Wesley @Parkland* 

359 Households 
1,647 Individuals 
750 Children 

278 Households 
862 Individuals 
314 Children 

Client Corner 

One of the things I love most about 
pantry distribution day is getting to 
spend a little extra time getting to 
know the people who come.  We 
report monthly on how many 
families we served, how many 
children we served, but I'd like to 
report on something interesting I 
learned about just one individual 
person that made me smile. 

 

It happened during the hustle and 
bustle of getting everything set up 
for evening distribution here at 
Wesley last month.  I was up and 
down the stairs to our office, back 
and forth from Watseka Lounge to 
the food hallway.  The entire time 
I'm hearing lovely piano music that's 
putting a little extra pep in my step.  
This is not unusual and I thought 
nothing of it.  But, what I came to 
realize as it got near time to start 
the food line, was that the pianist 
was one of our clients.  He said that 
he loves the sound of the baby 
grand piano in the West Lounge and 
that it is one of the only places he 
gets to play.  He was appreciative to 
have the chance to play it.  And we 
were lucky to have had him give us 
this impromptu concert! 

Dawn, Operations Manager 

Campus Ministry

Easter Egg Hunt and Doubt 
Night 

Because Easter falls at the end of 
Spring Break this year, we will host 
our annual college student Easter 
Egg Hunt on Wednesday, March 
30th, as part of Midweek 
Connection.  Students are invited to 
join us for a baked potato bar at 
8:15 p.m., followed by the hunt for 
eggs (and prizes!).  We’ll then 
gather in Watseka for Doubt Night 
at Midweek worship.  Everyone is 
invited to join us for a discussion 
about faith with our clergy panel. 

Etc. Coffeehouse and the 
Student Lounge Are Open! 

The major renovations to the 
coffeehouse and student lounge are 
complete, and students are invited 
to use these spaces every day!  
We’ve upgraded the lightbulbs in 
these areas to LEDs so we can leave 
lights on in the evening to create a 
more welcoming atmosphere.  
These rooms are great for studying, 
reading, hanging out and drinking 
coffee, since the proceeds go to 

support the Wesley Food Pantry 
and Illini Fighting Hunger! 

New Wesley Student Center 
Program! 

The Wesley Student Center is now 
providing a meal every Wednesday 
in the Etc. Coffeehouse for students 
looking to connect with others, 
make friends, and take a break from 
studying!  This gathering takes 
place at 8:15 p.m., followed by our 
Midweek worship service in the 
student lounge at 9:00 p.m.  
Students are welcome to attend 
one or both events, so bring some 
friends and join us!  (Anyone 
wishing to help with a simple meal, 
please contact Pastor Julie at 
jdowler@wesleyui.org.) 

mailto:jdowler@wesleyui.org


 

 

 

Campus Ministry 
Tuesday, March 15th 

8:30-10:00 p.m., Student Lounge 
(& every Tuesday) 

Grad Student Book Study - Graduate 
students from all disciplines are 
invited to participate in our weekly 
book study.  Questions?  Email 
Michael Drummond at 
gradstudy@wesleyui.org. 
 
Wednesday, March 16th 

8:15 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Wednesday) 

Midweek Connection – Students are 
invited to join us for a meal and 
conversation as we catch up with one 
another and enjoy dinner together. 
 

9:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Wednesday) 

Midweek Worship – Our student-led 
worship is a time of informal worship 
in the Student Lounge, and includes 
communion.  It's a great way to find 
encouragement and support to get 
you through the rest of the week! 
 
Thursday, March 17th 

7:00 p.m., Wesley Theater 
(& every Thursday) 

Classic Movie Night – Join us each 
week in the theater as we catch a 
classic flick – snacks and drinks 
provided! 
 
Friday, March 18th 

3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room 
(& every Friday) 

ESL Class – We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we 
practice English and learn about 
American culture. 
 

                          

Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
 

Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
 

Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
 

Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Brian Sullivan 
 

Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Maehr 
 

Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
 

Organist 
 Adam Gruber 
 

Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
 

Bell Choir Director 
 Morgan Boes 
 

Kingdom Singers Director 
 Samantha Barra 
 

Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
 

Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
 

Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
 

Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
 

Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
 

Food Pantry Director 
 Katie Thomas 
 

Food Pantry Operations Manager 
 Dawn Longfellow 
 

Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator 
 Brittany Coleman 
 

Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
 

IT Computer Specialist 
 Laura Licari 
 

Property Manager 
 Richard Young 
 

Full-time Custodian 
 Jack Driver 
 

Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, Mason 

Driver 
 

Weekend Custodians 
 Justin & Megan Farkas 

4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Friday) 

International Coffeehouse – 
International and domestic students, 
along with visiting scholars and 
community members, are invited to 
join us for coffee, snacks and 
conversation as we practice English, 
make new friends and learn about 
each other's cultures! 
 
Sunday, March 20th 

9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & 
Great Hall (& every Sunday) 

Sunday worship 
 
Monday, March 21st –  

Friday, March 25th 
Spring Break - enjoy your vacation! 
 
Sunday, March 27th 

10:30 a.m., Sanctuary 
Combined Easter worship service. 
 
Sunday, March 30th 

8:15 – 10:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
Dinner, Easter Egg Hunt and Doubt 
Night!  Join us for a baked potato bar, 
our college student Easter Egg Hunt 
(with prizes!), and Doubt Night, as we 
consider questions about faith, God, 
and the Bible with our clergy panel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 
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