PREACH-IN ON
CLIMATE CHANGE,
FEB. 14TH!
10:30 a.m. Service
Potluck at Noon
Discussion in Watseka
Wesley UMC and the Wesley Green
Team invites you to our third annual
PREACH-IN ON CLIMATE CHANGE.
The speaker on Feb. 14, 2016, will

be Rev. Dr. Philip Amerson, past
President of both Claremont
Theological Seminary (2001-2006)
and Garrett Evangelical Theological
Seminary (2006-2013). He will give
his sermon entitled Cry of the
Earth, Cry of the Poor at the
combined 10:30 a.m. service. He
has thought much about the
relationship between humans and
the environment over the years and
has supported the idea of
sustainability, especially at Garrett
Evangelical Seminary. It is an
intriguing sermon title. Come and
hear an inspiring message!
There will be a potluck in the Great
Hall after the Sunday Service
starting at 12 noon. Please bring a
dish to share and your own reusable
dinnerware. There will be reusable
dinnerware available for students
and those who cannot bring their
own. Dr. Amerson has graciously

agreed to engage in a Q and A in the
Watseka Lounge following the
potluck.
Paper and pencils will be available
on each table for you to formulate
your questions for this event. If you
prefer, you can ask questions
directly. The Q and A will be
approximately 30 minutes in length.
Ashlynn Stillwell, a fellow Wesley
UMC member and University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Assistant Professor in Civil and
Environmental Engineering and
Assistant Professor in the Institute
for Sustainability, Energy and
Environment, will moderate the
discussion.
See how to become more involved
in these issues on page 4.

Lent at Wesley
Lenten Offering Recipients
Announced
The Social Action Ministry team has
selected two recipients for this
year’s Lenten Offering: the Habitat
for Humanity in Jonestown, Miss.,
to which Wesley will once again be
sending a work team over spring
break, and Imagine No Malaria, the
United Methodist effort to help

eradicate that disease.
The Jonestown Habitat provides
decent affordable housing for
residents of the Mississippi Delta,
one of the poorest areas of the
country. In doing so, it helps to
change lives. Homeowners put in
500 hours of sweat equity on the
construction of their homes, giving
them a sense of accomplishment
and pride that has lifelong lasting
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effects. They also pay back the cost
of their homes. The money
donated in the offering will go
directly to the Jonestown Habitat to
support home building.
Imagine No Malaria is part of a
global partnership that has helped
reduce malaria deaths by more than
half. In Sub-Saharan Africa, the
death rate among children has been
cut to a quarter of what it was just
five years ago, when Imagine No
Malaria was launched – though a
child there still dies every two
minutes from the disease. The
organization fights the disease by
distributing mosquito bed nets,
providing access to diagnostic tests
and medicine, draining standing
water and improving sanitation.
The Social Action Ministry team asks
you to prayerfully consider making a
special offering this Lenten Season
to support one of these worthwhile
organizations. Checks may be made
out to Wesley UMC and designated
for the Lenten Offering.
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This means Lent is also a good time
for doing the work of re-imaging
who God is and for re-imagining how
we might live in response. In her
book exploring images for God,
Wearing God: Clothing, Laughter,
Fire, and Other Overlooked Ways of
Meeting God, Lauren Winner
encourages us to ask some spiritual
questions about how we imagine
God. “How do our images of God –
and our resulting image of ourselves
– invite us to become the people
God means us to be? How do our
images of God draw us into worship,
reverence, adoration of God? How
do our images of God help us greet
one another as bearers of the image
of God? How do we pray to the God
who is king or shepherd? Or dog?
How does the God who is king or
shepherd pray in us?”

Re-Imagining Images of the
Divine
A Lenten Sermon Series
Sundays, February 21st – March 20th
9:30 and 11:15 a.m. Services
Lent has traditionally been a season
of reflection and preparation for the
death and resurrection of Jesus. It’s
a time of repentance, of considering
Christ’s sufferings and rethinking
how we might take up our own
crosses. Some of us give up things
like chocolate or television while
others try to integrate something
new into their lives, like visiting shutins or praying every day. Lent is
good season to think about how we
live, to let some things go and maybe
even develop some new habits.
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Re-Imagining Images of the
Divine…is an invitation to discovery
of who God is and what our lives
might become in response. We will
be exploring several of the less
common images, but all images that
beckon us to grow toward and with
God. Join us in worship each
Sunday in Lent as we journey
together. Invite a friend to join you
and us for this important season
and sermon series.

Lenten Small Group Study
Wearing God – Finding Meaning
in the Metaphors
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
February 11th – March 17th
If you’d like to go even deeper this
season of Lent, please join the small
study group on Thursday mornings
at 10:15 a.m. reading and discussing
Lauren Winner’s new book,
Wearing God: Clothing, Laughter,
Fire, and other Overlooked Ways of
Meeting God. We’ll discuss
chapters 1 & 2 at the first session on
February 11th and we’re thrilled that
Pastor Dan and Pastor Julie will be
filling in for Pastor Miriam while
she’s traveling in the Holy Land in
Mid-February. Books are available
in the Center Office for $10 or feel
free to secure your own copy
electronically. Contact Miriam with
questions: msnider@wesleyui.org.
Here’s something Lauren says in the
book as an enticement to join us on
Thursday mornings. “One of the
invitations of this book – and, I
think, of the Bible is this: you can
discover things about God by
looking around your ordinary,
everyday life. There is a method
here, and it is Jesus’ method. Jesus,
after all, specialized in asking people
to steep themselves in the words of
the scriptures and then to look
around in their ordinary Tuesdays to
see what they could see about
holiness and life with God. This is
not merely entertaining wordplay to
give overactive minds something
pious to do. It is the Bible’s way of
making us aware of God and of the
world in which we meet God.”
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The Animate Bible Study
Group
Sundays, 11 a.m. in the Student
Lounge
The Animate Bible Study Group will
be starting a new Lenten study
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based on Adam Hamilton's 24 Hours
That Changed the World, this
Sunday. The Animate group meets
Sundays at 11 a.m. in the Student
Lounge across from the Etc.
Coffeehouse. Please come and join
us for this exciting study.

Grow at Wesley
New Group Opportunity for
Students
Student Bible Study Group to meet
on Friday at lunch
All students are invited to join us on
Fridays for Bible Study and a brown
bag lunch. We'll be looking at Old
Testament prophets first and then
moving on to other subjects later in
the semester. We’ll meet Fridays at
12 Noon in the Student Lounge.
Invite a friend and join us.

Practicing Our Faith
Warm-up on a winter morning with
breakfast and spiritual nourishment
among friends! Please join us at
Atlanta Bread Company on
Thursdays at 7 a.m. for discussion
and encouragement around
practices of our faith, inspired by
the book Practicing Our Faith: A
Way of Life for a Searching People,
edited by Dorothy C. Bass. We'll
wrap-up no later than 8 a.m.
Questions? Contact Elaine Bearden
(elaine.bearden@gmail.com)

Looking Ahead
Becoming the Answers to Our
Prayers on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.,
beginning April 7th
This spring we'll learn how prayer
and action must go together. We'll
explore Becoming the Answers to
Our Prayers by Shane Claiborne and
Jonathan Wilson Hartgrove. This
book's exposition of key Bible
passages provides concrete
examples of how a life of prayer
fuels social engagement and the
work of justice. Join us for this fourweek discussion series as we
prepare for Wesley's annual Peace
with Justice Sunday in May.

pounds of rice. Church members
are invited to help pack the boxes
that will contain them, along with
other food items, on March 5th, at
the Apostolic Christian Church on
High Cross Road in Urbana. Please
see Fred Neumann if you would like
to participate in this event.

Mega Work-A-Thon
Saturday, March 5th

If you would like to help purchase
the rice, your money should be
directed to the Wesley Food Pantry
marked “empty tomb MWAT.”
Special envelopes for this will be
available on Sundays February 21st –
March 6th. Any funds leftover after
the rice repackaging will go to
empty tomb’s “No-Late-Bills
Reserve Fund” to support the
operations of empty tomb, which
provides discipleship opportunities
for Christians to share the love of
Jesus with those in need.

empty tomb, a local service group
that provides food, clothes,
furniture, home maintenance,
financial, health services, and other
benefits, “free in Jesus’ name,” to
those in need in this area, is
planning its annual fund-raising
event. This year’s Mega Work-AThon will be held on March 5, 2016,
at which time groups of local church
goers will fill, decorate, and deliver
boxes of kitchen staples for an
expected 500 families. Over 40
local churches, including Wesley,
will be participating. The Wesley
Food Pantry will be providing 1,375

One such family is a single mom with
three teens who had her work hours
reduced to part-time. She received
food stamps but they were
exhausted before the next monthly
allotment. After buying school
supplies for her children, she had no
money for food. This recent referral
to empty tomb is an example of
what hunger looks like in our area.
empty tomb needs and deserves
your support and these families need
this food. Please consider helping 50
families in our area stabilize their
food supplies and empty tomb
stabilize its ongoing operations.
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Take Action
Let's get involved!
The Wesley Green Team is asking
our congregation to become a
supportive partner with 3 local
organizations working for
fundamental change. They are:
Champaign-based Prosperity
Gardens. We hope you will
generously give to this local
program at our February 14th
Preach-In service on Climate
Change. It is a program with many
parts, one dealing more intimately
with our environment.
Prosperity Gardens was formed in
2010 to do workforce development
and nutrition education in the
context of a neighborhood farm.
Through their programs, at-risk
youth are introduced to some
"green-based" career paths in
agriculture, marketing,
entrepreneurship, nutrition, and the
culinary arts. Teens at the
R.E.A.D.Y. Program (Regional
Educational Alternative for
Developing Youth) participate in
both classroom instruction and
hands-on gardening experiences,
and are eligible for part-time
summer jobs in the Gardens.
Individualized fitness and nutrition
planning is also offered to R.E.A.D.Y.
students. Younger children who
take part in the Don Moyer Boys
and Girls Club have access to a
summer Garden Club, which
provides weekly creative gardenbased nutrition education.
Prosperity Gardens also serves the
larger community by making fresh,
organic produce available at
affordable prices. The produce
grown at the gardens is sold at their
on-site sales stand.
4 | Page

Champaign County Health Care
Consumers is the Wesley Green
Team's second environmental group
that we are asking Wesley to
financially support in 2016. It is an
important and valuable local
organization – one to cheer for and
to support what they do for the
residents of C-U.
Champaign County Health Care
Consumers (CCHCC) was founded in
the 1970's. They see health care as
a basic right, and are dedicated to
the mission of working for quality,
affordable health care for all.
CCHCC organizes individuals and
communities to have a voice in the
health care system and to affect
social change. It carries out its
mission through consumer
education, community organizing,
and advocacy. Go to
www.healthcareconsumers.org and
click on Victories to see a listing of
the many issues they have
promoted and achieved for C-U
residents since the 1970's.
In the last two years, CCHCC has
worked closely and tirelessly with
other groups to protect the
Mahomet Aquifer from pollution
and possible ruin.
The Clinton Landfill, built over the
aquifer, endangered a major water
source that serves 750,000
residents from14 Central Illinois
counties, including C-U.
Representatives from the Wesley
Green Team, a few Wesley Church
members, and representatives from
Faith in Place continued to work
with CCHCC and other groups to
protect this indispensable water
source.

After years of letter writing, protest
meetings, and local government
involvement, the issue was resolved
in 2015. Legislation granting extra
protection to the Mahomet Aquifer
and other aquifers in the state was
signed into law by Gov. Bruce
Rauner in August, 2015. The law
prohibits the disposal of
manufactured gas plant waste at
the Clinton Landfill and most
landfills in Illinois. Additionally, an
agreement between the landfill
owners and Dewitt county
prevented the placing of PCB's in
the Clinton Landfill.
CCHCC needs our backing to carry
on the fight. We hope you believe
they deserve your financial support.
We urge you to generously give to
support their continuing efforts in
2016. It is an organization that
cares for the issues that concern CU. residents. For more information:
www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCGr
eenTeam
Faith in Place is the third and final
organization that the Wesley Green
Team asks you to support in 2016.
Faith in Place was founded in 1999
in order to help direct people of all
faiths to practice two great
responsibilities: "to love one
another and to care for the creation
that sustains all life." The
organization now has more than
1,000 Illinois congregations –
including Christian, Jewish, Muslim,
Sikh, Zoroastrian, and Baha’i – that
seek to care for the Earth. They
work through faith communities
throughout Illinois, to apply their
unique culture, history, context, and
theology with practical steps for
them to better care for the Earth.
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In 2009, Faith in Place expanded as
an organization to a more
centralized location in Chicago.
District offices have been
established in Lake County and
southeastern Illinois. When the
founder, Clare Butterfield, left Faith
in Place for other philanthropic
work, Brian Sauder (U of I graduate)
in 2014 became the Executive
Director of the organization.
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Faith in Place's four program areas
are (1) Energy and Climate Change,
(2) Sustainable Food and Land Use,
(3) Water Preservation, and (4)
Advocacy. These areas educate,
connect, and inspire people of faith
to work towards a sustainable
future. They offer many practical
programs such as energy audits,
habitat restoration, water audits,
environmental advocacy day, etc.
For a wealth of ideas and
information about their projects go

to www.faithinplace.org. Faith in
Place is part of the Illinois
Environmental Council and the
national Interfaith Power and Light
campaign.
Wesley United Methodist Church is
one of the over 1,000 member
congregations. The Wesley Green
Team hopes you will generously
give for its important work.

United Methodist Women
UMW March Program,
March 2nd
We will gather on Wednesday,
March 2nd at 9:30 a.m. in the West
Lounge. Ray Norton, CASA

Volunteer of the Year, will talk
about the organization and his
experiences serving the agency.
The annual UMW pledge message
will also be included at this meeting.
A salad luncheon potluck will follow.
All are welcome to attend and if

childcare is needed, please contact
Virginia Dickey at
vdickey88@gmail.com.

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
WHERE THE MONEY WENT IN 2015
UNDESIGNATED GIVING Through National Division
Pledge to Mission
$3140.00
Special Mission Recognition
40.00
Gifts in Memory
130.00
World Thank Offering
261.00
Gift to Mission Cards
5.00
DESIGNATED GIVING – LOCAL
Courage Connection
CASA
Salvation Army
Daily Bread Soup Kitchen
Church Women United
Smile Healthy Dental Clinic
Cunningham Children’s Home
Lessie Bates Davis Center
Don Moyer Boys/Girls Club
empty tomb
Crisis Nursery
Faith in Place
Developmental Services Center

430.00
310.00
310.00
310.00
250.00
400.00
1630.00
400.00
395.00
150.00
310.00
100.00
110.00

DESIGNATED GIVING – INTERNATIONAL
FOSA Orphan – Zimbabwe
Scholarships Liberian Children
Well – Liberia
Africa University
Honduran Mission Initiative
UMCOR Nepal Earthquake

400.00
310.00
581.00
300.00
445.00
345.00

Thank you Wesley for making this possible! Thank you
also to those who helped support mission through
donations for coffee hour treats.
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Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years
1st Sunday
Infant – 5 years

Children’s Ministry at
Wesley
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5
grade students meets the 2nd-5th
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in
Room 127 A and B, after the
children attend the Children’s
Moment in Church with their
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m.

Youth Ministry at Wesley
th

Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
2nd – 5th Sundays: Fellowship,
scripture study and doughnuts are
always included!

Announcements
is for setup, operation, and closure
for the 9:30 worship service on an
ongoing basis. We would like to
have a team so volunteers can plan
on one to two services each month.
Interested? Have questions?
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120.

Congratulations!
To Scarlette & Tristian Chen at the
birth of their son, Sean, on
Saturday, December 26th. He
weighed 6 lbs., 14 oz. Grandparents
are Jie Wu, Wesley’s Chinese
Director and Rev. Mike Smith.

Sympathy
To Barrington Coleman and Cynthia
Haymon-Coleman and family at the
death of Barrington’s mother,
Mildred Coleman, on Friday,
February 5th. Her funeral will be
held in Chicago on Saturday,
February 13th, at the family’s home
church, Lilydale First Baptist Church,
649 West 113th St. She was 94.

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed
Can you help with sound one or
more Sundays per month? Training
is available. The time commitment
6 | Page

Wesley Handbell Choir
Did you enjoy the Handbell concert
during Advent? Would you like to
try your hand at ringing bells? The
handbell choir is always looking for
new members to join in the ringing.
If you are interested in joining,
contact Morgan Boes,
handbells@wesleyui.org. We
rehearse once per week on
Wednesday evenings, and usually
play in the 9:30 a.m. worship service
once per month.

Thank You from Jan
Robinson and New Address
I wish to express a heartfelt "Thank
You" to Pastors Dan, Miriam, Julie

and my Wesley family for bringing
such meaningful closure to my 45
years at Wesley on Sunday, January
24th during the 9:30 a.m. Worship
Service and following coffee hour
reception. I will treasure the gift of
a replica of a corner of one of our
sanctuary stained glass windows.
Wesley has been an important part
of my life since 1970 and I will really
miss all of the special people that
are Wesley. One of the first things
that I will do in Iowa is to go "church
shopping!" We look forward to
making new friends and being able
to help our family in Cedar Rapids
that has adopted three children
from Haiti, ages 13, 14 and 16.
Our new address is: 1650 Koehler
Drive NW #216, Cedar Rapids, IA
52405; Home phone: 319-365-1409
Jan's cell: 217-778-3507
I hope to drop by Wesley from timeto-time, as we have good reasons to
be coming back this way, including
family in W. Lafayette, Indiana and
my love for Wesley.
Blessings, Jan
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Volunteer Host Families
Needed
We are honored and very proud of
hosting The Webern Chamber Choir
from Vienna, one of the featured
international choirs at the regional
American Choral Directors
Association's Conference in Chicago
at the end of February. They are
staying with us during the weekend
prior to their performance in
Chicago, namely, from the 18th
through the 22nd of February.
This ensemble is the top mixed
ensemble at the University of Music
and Performing Arts in Vienna and
is going to be performing twice in CU during their stay. They are
spending two nights in a local hotel
but in order to cut down the cost of
their travels, we are looking for
volunteer host families for these
students for the 20th and 21st of
February (Saturday and Sunday).
They would like to stay in pairs (2
ladies or 2 gentlemen); they are
willing to share a bed if needed.
Please, let me know if you are
interested helping us out or please,
pass this information onto someone
who might be interested in hosting
two college singers from Vienna,
Austria.

The Spire
Most sincerely,
Andrea Solya
asolya2@illinois.edu

The Literary Tea
About 40 people attended the
Literary Tea held on Sunday,
January 31st. The book reviews
were great and the refreshments
delicious, thanks to the Wesley
United Methodist Women. In case
you can use more reading
suggestions, here is a list of
additional good reads on the topic
of US politics:
The Manchurian Candidate by
Richard Condon
Echo House by Ward Just
Hidden Power: Presidential
Marriages That Shaped Our
History by Kati Marton
The Run by Stuart Woods
The Nine: Inside the Secret World
of the Supreme Court by Jeffrey
Toobin
The American Vice Presidency:
From Irrelevance to Power by
Jules Witcover
The Last Hurrah by Edwin O’Connor
Seven Days in May by Fletcher
Knebel and Charles W. Bailey II
The Shad Treatment by Garrett
Epps
The Incumbent by Brian McGrory
Advise and Consent by Allen Drury

American Savior: A Novel of Divine
Politics by Roland Merullo
Boss: Richard J. Daley of Chicago
by Mike Royko
The Making of a President 1960 by
Theodore H. White
A Passion for Leadership: Lessons
on Change and Reform from
Fifty Years of Public Service by
Robert M. Gates
Liberty and Coercion: The Paradox
of American Government from
Founding to the Present by Gary
Gerstle
Let the People Rule: Theodore
Roosevelt and the Birth of the
Presidential Primary by Geoffrey
Cowan
Hail to Mrs. Chief: Second
Thoughts About First Ladies by
Patricia Cohen

Chinese Lantern Festival
Feb. 20th
Wesley Chinese Ministry will have a
Chinese New Year’s Lantern Festival
Celebration on Saturday, February
20th in the Sanctuary from 8-8:45
p.m. This event will include several
Chinese folk music performance,
three dance performance, a Chinese
style dress show, and more. All are
welcome!

Food Pantry News

empty tomb Fundraiser
The Food Pantry will host a rice
repackaging event to benefit empty
tomb, a local Christian-based

organization that aids community
members in need through the
donation of food, clothing,
furniture, and other goods and
services (see page 3). We will be
collecting cash donations for rice
during church services on February
21st, 28th and March 6th. In addition,
we need volunteers to prepare the

rice for the Mega-Work-a-Thon
event on Feb. 23rd
from 5-6 p.m. in
the Great Hall.
Interested? Email
Dawn Longfellow
operations@wesleypantry.org or
sign up to volunteer on the empty
tomb donation envelope.
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MLK Day of Service
On January 18th, in the spirit of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy, the
Wesley Food Pantry joined forces
with Illini Fighting Hunger and the
Office of Volunteer Programs for a
student-based
day of service.
Nearly 75
students
attended the
event, working
together to repackage 1,500 pounds
of dried pinto beans, cleaning IFH
and pantry equipment, and
doubling paper grocery sacks in
preparation for last month’s
evening food distribution.

The Spire
of health and well-being. The
Wesley Food Pantry has received a
$50 e-gift card last month from the
CVS Pharmacy’s Community
Relations program. Thank you CVS!

New Parkland Days & Hours
Effective March 1st, the Wesley
Food Pantry at Parkland College will
operate under new hours and days:
every Wednesday from 11 a.m.-1
p.m., and every 1st and 3rd Saturday
of the month from 10 a.m.-12 noon.
Choosing between the Evening
Pantry and the Parkland Pantry,
clients may attend a total of two
pantry distributions per month.

Thank you to all of the wonderful
volunteers who braved the cold to
support this excellent cause!

At last month’s evening distribution,
Avicenna returned to provide free
medical screenings for pantry
clients in the Heritage Room; a
frequent volunteer performed SNAP
outreach in the waiting room; and
students from UIUC’s Vida Allegre
were also in attendance, connecting
with about 20 Spanish-speaking
mothers needing assistance
managing stress. A total of 143
children’s books and 18 adult books
were also distributed.

New Donors
As many pantry
supporters know
already, food
security is largely related to issues
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The Food Pantry owes much of its
success to its loyal volunteers and
donors, who are the crux of the
entire operation. This year 2016
financial pledges can be made
electronically using the pantry’s
new Electronic Pledge Card.
Additionally, if you have made a
2016 pledge and have not yet
received a letter of verification,
please don’t hesitate to contact
Food Pantry Staff at
donate@wesleypantry.org or 217344-1120 about this or any pantry
donation question you might have.
Thank you for your support!

Community Days 2016

Welcome Back!
Updates from the Social
Service Desk

2016 Financial Pledges

Monsanto continued to show its
support for the work we do by
sending another group of
volunteers (above) to help in
January—a time when the pantry
typically has less student
volunteers. Thank you Monsanto
for your awesome support!

Once again the Wesley Food Pantry
will be teaming up with Bergner’s
for its Community Days Fundraising
sale. This season’s sales event will
take place on Friday, February 26th
and Saturday, February 27th in all
Bon-Ton family stores. Gain access
to tons of exclusive deals and
goodies with the purchase of a $5
coupon booklet.
Sign up here to have your coupon
booklet shipped directly to your
home or email
donate@wesleypantry.org for more
info. Don’t forget to choose the
Wesley Food Pantry as your
designated charity. All proceeds
benefit the food pantry!

2016 so far….
Joan Dixon and Bonnie Kemper
of the Community Foundation
of East Central Illinois (CFECI)
officially present the $943
CFECI grant to the Food Pantry
Board and staff.

@Wesley

@Parkland

182 Households
885 Individuals
429 Children

149 Households
483 Individuals
174 Children

February 15, 2016

The Spire

Wesley Capital Campaign
Wesley Capital Campaign
Update
We have just completed the third
year of the Wesley Capital
Campaign. In October 2012, the
Board of Trustees of the Wesley
Foundation at the University of
Illinois and the Church Council of
Wesley United Methodist Church
approved conducting a capital
campaign to raise $1.69 million to
fund and complete 5 projects to
ensure that Wesley’s facilities are
“mission-ready” as The Wesley
Foundation was about to embark on
its second century of ministry on
the Urbana-Champaign campus
inspiring students, transforming
lives and enriching our world with
Christ’s love. The 5 projects are:
 Restore, repair and clean the
limestone on the 1921 Social
Center building
 Replace the nearly 100-year old
roof on the Social Center
building
 Upgrade the heating plant to
ensure reliable and efficient
operation
 Upgrade the electrical service to
meet current and future
electrical demands
 Repair windows on the Social
Center building for improved
security and energy efficiency
The formal campaign kicked off with
a special worship service and
luncheon on February 3, 2013.
Since then, our campaign teams
have been soliciting pledges for the
campaign, with the amount pledged
to date being $1,031,884 from 132
giving units. Through December 31,
2015, $800,730 has been paid on
those pledges; over 75% of the

amounts pledged have been
received! Additionally another
$9,913 from 29 giving units has
been received in unpledged gifts.
The campaign subcommittee of the
Advancement Committee continues
to share information about the
campaign and to seek gifts from
persons who have yet had the
opportunity to participate. We are
grateful for all the pledges and gifts
we have received as they have
enabled us to complete two of the
projects.
The first project completed was the
very visible project of restoring,
repairing and cleaning the
limestone on the original 1921
Social Center building. The scope of

this project included stone
restoration work consisting of
replacement of damaged stone
pieces (including the replacement of
12 stone window mullions),
tuckpointing stone joints and
resetting stone where necessary,
cleaning of stone surfaces and
rebuilding the stone columns at the
entrance to the Lamb Courtyard on
the north side of the building. This
work was completed during the late
summer and fall of 2013 and was
largely finished by the time of the
Wesley Foundation Centennial
Celebration on October 13, 2013.
The stonework project was
completed at a cost of $83,141,
coming in below the budgeted
amount of $90,000.

Above: Before
Right: After
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At the outset of the campaign, it was
anticipated that the Social Center
roof replacement would be the
second project to be done.
However, during the 2013-14
heating season, it became apparent
that the continuing and accelerating
deterioration of the portion of the
Wesley heating plant serving the
Sanctuary and Education wing would
require that this work needed to be
done sooner rather than later to
avoid failure of the heating plant the
following winter. In April 2014, the
Board of Trustees and Church
Council approved a Phase I heating
plant project to separate the steam
heating system used for the Social
Center building from the hot water
system used to heat the Sanctuary
and Education wing.
Two modular hot water boilers were
installed to heat the Sanctuary and
Education wing while the steam
boiler which heats the Social Center
was modified with a smaller, more
efficient burner. The new hot water
boilers have a high efficiency rating
(93% efficient) and modulate, that is,
only one boiler will fire on mild days
when less heat is needed, with both
boilers firing only on the coldest of
days. With this redesigned heating
plant, we look forward to reduced
energy costs along with lower
maintenance costs and improved
operation of both the hot water and
steam heating systems. The total
cost of this project came to $204,991
after receipt of a $5200 energy
conservation grant from Ameren
Illinois. This total cost was well
below the budgeted amount of
$250,000 and allowed us to avoid an
estimated $40,000 in repair costs to
the older, inefficient heating plant.
With the completion of the first two
projects, our focus has now turned
to the roof replacement work on the
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The Spire
Committee/Church Trustees along
with the Campaign subcommittee of
the Advancement Committee will
be continuing to work on this as
bids are received in late February.
The decision about the roof
replacement will be considered
both carefully and prayerfully. We
anticipate this will happen at the
March Board of Trustees meeting.

Above: Before
Right: After

Social Center building. In Spring
2015, the historic preservation
architectural firm of HPZS, Inc.
was hired to assess and make
recommendations regarding the
nearly 100 year old slate roof on
the Social Center. Based on their
report, HPZS was subsequently
authorized to prepare construction
documents and receive bids on two
possible solutions: (1) replace the
roof with natural slate like what is
currently installed or (2) replace the
roof with a synthetic or “faux” slate
product which will be similar in
appearance to what is currently
installed. We are choosing to
receive bids on both systems so that
we can have the most accurate and
complete information on both
systems to use as we complete the
decision-making process on this
project.
One final note on the roof project -this work is budgeted at $800,000.
Depending on how the bids come
in, we may be stretched to fund this
project based on the cash-on-hand
and the continued payments on
existing pledges. The Property

The Wesley Capital Campaign has
been a monumental task
undertaken by many faithful and
dedicated volunteers and donors.
We are grateful for the efforts of
everyone who has participated in
the Campaign, either as a volunteer
or a donor. With God’s guidance
and blessings, we are confident that
our work can continue to be fruitful
as we provide a “mission-ready”
facility into the 21st century and
beyond for a campus ministry that
will reflect our vision of inspiring
students, transforming lives and
enriching our world with the love of
Christ! Thanks be to God!
Dennis L. Craig, President
Board of Trustees, The Wesley
Foundation at the University of
Illinois
dlcraig913@gmail.com

February 15, 2016

The Spire

Campus Ministry
Introducing Midweek
Connection!
th

Etc. Coffeehouse is Open for
Business! (and the Student
Lounge, too!)
The major renovations to the
coffeehouse and student lounge
have been completed, and we’re
now ready to welcome back our
students and campus community!
These spaces are great for students
who are looking for a unique and
inviting place to study, read, hang
out with friends, use the internet,
etc. We’re open from 9:00 a.m.
until at least 10:00 p.m. each day,
and have volunteers who help us
provide fresh coffee Monday
through Friday. We’re a self-serve
and donation-based coffeehouse,
with all proceeds going to support
the Wesley Food Pantry. We hope
you’ll stop by and see us soon!
**Wesley members – we appreciate
your help in making sure these
spaces remain dedicated for use by
our students, as part of the Wesley
Student Center. We ask that
children remain in other areas of our
building that are multi-purpose and
open to everyone.

Beginning February 17 , the
Wesley Student Center will provide
a simple meal in the Etc.
Coffeehouse for students looking to
connect with others, make friends,
and take a break from studying!
This gathering will be offered every
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m., followed
by our Midweek worship service in
the student lounge at 9:00 p.m.
Students are welcome to attend
one or both events, so bring some
friends and join us!
Any Wesley members who would
like to help with a meal, please
contact Pastor Julie at
jdowler@wesleyui.org. Thanks!

Grad Student Book Study
Grad students meet every Tuesday
at 8:30 p.m. in the Etc.
Coffeehouse. Students from
multiple disciplines gather for
fellowship and meaningful
conversations about school, faith
and life! This semester we’re
reading John Shelby Spong’s
Rescuing the Bible from
Fundamentalism. We’d love to
have you join us! Email Michael
Drummond at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org for more
information.

Midweek Worship
Students are invited each week for
our student-led worship service,
Wednesdays at 9:00 p.m. in the
Etc. Coffeehouse. We enjoy snacks,
conversation, music and
communion, to get renewed and
recharged for the rest of the week!
Bring someone and join us as we
share in friendship and faith!

ESL and International
Coffeehouse
The spring semester for our ESL
class and International Coffeehouse
gathering has begun and we invite
you to join us! The class meets
each Friday from 3-4 p.m. in the
Conference Room, and the Intl.
Coffeehouse meets from 4-6 p.m.
in Etc. We enjoy coffee, snacks and
conversation as we make friends
from around the world and learn
about one another’s cultures. We
hope to see you there!
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Wesley Staff

Campus Ministry

Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Samantha Barra
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Laura Licari
Property Manager
Richard Young
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, Mason
Driver
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

Tuesday, February 16th
8:30-10:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
(and every Tuesday)
Grad Student Book Study - Graduate
students from all disciplines are
invited to participate in our book
study. Questions? Email Michael
Drummond at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, February 17th
8:15 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
(and every Wednesday)
Midweek Connection – Students are
invited to join us for a simple meal,
conversation and fun as we catch up
with one another and enjoy
deepening our friendships.

9:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
(and every Wednesday)
Midweek Worship - Our student-led
worship gathers in the coffeehouse
for fellowship and snacks, then enjoys
informal worship together in the
Student Lounge. It's a great way to
help you make it through the week!

Friday, February 19th
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room
(and every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we
practice English and learn about
American culture.

4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
(and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse International & domestic students,
along with visiting scholars and
community members, are invited to
join us for coffee, snacks and
conversation as we practice English,
make new friends & learn about each
other's cultures!
Sunday, February 21st
9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary &
Great Hall (and every Sunday)
Sunday worship

Thursday, February 18th
7:00 p.m., Wesley Theater
(and every Thursday)
Classic Movie Night – Join us each
week in the theater as we catch a
classic flick – complete with hot
popcorn!

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

